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Department  of  Public  Health, 

The  Guildhall,  Cambridge. 

July,  1950. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  the  second  annual  report  which  I have  made  to  you  but  it  is 
the  first  dealing  with  a complete  year  of  the  department  under  my  adminis- 
tration. I had  hoped  to  record  improvements  and  expansions  in  the  work 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  but  as  I have  been  without  a Deputy 
Medical  Officer  during  a large  part  of  the  year  I have  found  myself  very 
pressed  for  time  and  have  had  to  be  content  with  making  plans  for  the 
future  rather  than  executing  immediate  alterations  and  developments. 

I have  endeavoured  to  improve  the  arrangement  and  presentation 
of  the  subject  matter  of  this  annual  report  and  have  brought  within  the 
one  cover  my  two  main  reports  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officer,  together  with  a number  of  subsidiary  reports  of  other 
officers.  This  will,  I think,  be  found  very  convenient  for  those  who  have 
to  make  much  use  of  the  information  which  I give,  for  all  aspects  of  the 
work  of  my  department  during  the  year  under  review  are  contained  in  the 
one  volume.  I have  also  included  a diagram  showing  the  organisation 
of  the  department  and  the  principal  preoccupations  of  each  division  as  I 
find  that  our  many  activities  and  methods  of  working  are  by  no  means 
widely  known. 

It  has  always  been  my  view  that  public  health  activities  should  not 
be  confined  to  the  mere  routine  administration  of  various  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment and  the  carrying  out  of  day  to  day  supervisory  duties,  important 
though  these  may  be.  In  particular,  I believe  that  public  health  officers 
should  devote  much  of  their  effort  to  the  education  of  the  public  in 
matters  of  hygiene  and  should  also  attempt  to  extend  knowledge  of  the 
subject  by  research  work.  In  1949  a beginning  was  made  in  the  field  of 
health  education  when  we  held  a very  successful  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition 
which  ran  for  a week  and,  through  meetings  and  conferences  associated 
with  the  exhibition,  brought  the  officers  of  the  department  into  touch 
with  the  organised  food  trade  and  others  in  the  town  to  our  mutual 
advantage  and  the  betterment  of  the  public  health.  We  were  not  able 
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to  undertake  any  research  project  of  our  own  this  year,  but  we  were  able 
to  afford  facilities  in  the  department  for  outside  workers  to  obtain  material 
for  their  researches,  and  this  is  a particularly  important  function  of  a 
public  health  department  in  a university  town. 

The  foregoing,  and  other  matters  of  interest  are  dealt  with  in  greater 
detail  in  the  appropriate  parts  of  the  report  which,  taken  as  a whole, 
shows  the  immense  amount  of  activity  which  takes  place  quietly,  without 
attracting  the  notice  of  the  citizens,  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CYRIL  G.  EASTWOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer . 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mayor. 

Chairman : Councillor  j.  j.  Overton. 

Members : Aldermen  Halnan  and  Squires.  Councillors  Cherry, 
Gibbs,  Balfour  Gourlay,  Hardesty,  Naylor,  Knox-Shaw,  C.  E. 

Ridgeon. 


Alderman 

Alderman 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


COMMITTEE  FOR  EDUCATION. 

The  Mayor. 


Chairman : Councillor  G.  F.  Hickson,  M.A. 


Spalding. 

Wilding. 

Amey. 

Lady  Bragg. 

Duff. 

Balfour  Gourlay. 
Mrs.  Henn. 
Mallett. 

Mole. 

Nobbs. 


Councillor  Pointer 
Councillor  Mrs.  Rackham. 
Councillor  H.  Habbin. 
Councillor  C.  E.  Ridgeon. 
Councillor  Shelley. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Adrian. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Andrews. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Rattray. 

Mrs.  J.  Salter. 

Miss  A.  H.  Skillicorn. 


Representing  the  Local  Education  Authority  : 

County  Alderman  Nash. 

County  Alderman  Mrs.  Parsons. 
County  Councillor  Burkitt. 


Welfare  Committee. 

Chairman  : Alderman  Wilding. 


The  Mayor. 

Councillor  Amey. 

Councillor  Balfour  Gourlay. 
Councillor  Mallett. 

Councillor  Mole. 


Councillor  Mrs.  Rackham. 
Councillor  Shelley. 

Mrs.  J.  Salter. 

Miss  E.  A.  Lennard. 


County  Alderman  Mrs.  Parsons. 
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Care  Committee. 


Chairman  : Miss  E.  A.  Lennard. 


Councillor  Amey. 
Councillor  Mole. 


Councillor  Shelley. 
Mrs.  E.  Blackman. 
Miss  M.  H.  Catley. 


Mrs.  R.  M.  Rootham. 
Mrs.  J.  Salter. 

Miss  F.  S.  Rogers. 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Lockyer. 
Miss  Oman. 


Open  Air  School  Committee. 

Chairman  : Councillor  Mrs.  Rackham. 


Alderman  Wilding. 
Councillor  Mole. 


Councillor  Shelley. 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Adrian. 


Mrs.  E.  Blackman. 
Miss  M.  H.  Catley. 
Miss  E.  A.  Lennard. 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Rootham. 


BOROUGH  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SUB-COMMITTEE. 

(. A Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Health  Committee.) 

The  Mayor. 

Representatives  of  the  Borough  Council  : 

Chairman  : Lady  Bragg,  Councillors  Bull,  Balfour  Gourlay, 
Kerridge,  Mallett,  Naylor,  Mrs.  Patterson,  and  Scarlett. 

Representatives  of  the  Cambs.  County  Council : 

Aldermen  Mrs.  Carter  and  Mrs.  Rackham,  and  Councillor  Mrs.  Hepher. 
Co-opted  Members : Mrs.  Cole,  Mrs.  Greaves,  and  Dr.  Stevenson. 

STAFF  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  .* 

Cyril  G.  Eastwood,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School 

Medical  Officer : 

J.  F.  Caithness,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

( resigned  fune,  1949). 
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Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  ( for  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare) : 

Margaret  C.  K.  Patterson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.O.  (Oxon.). 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Hilde  P.  Broda,  M.D.  (School  Health ). 

Sonia  Rollin,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Welfare). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Senior  Sampling  Officer : 

D.  W.  Bottom.  1 2 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

A.  Perrins.1  2 
T.  A.  Teal.1  2 

G.  P.  Lawrence.12  (left  February,  1949). 
L.  G.  Owen.12  3 

H.  C.  Ormerod12  (commenced  July,  1949). 

1 Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

2 Meat  and  Foods  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

3 Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Matrons , etc.  : 

District  Nurses'  Home  : Miss  J.  Y.  Chalmers.  4 5 

Primrose  Croft  Nursery  : Miss  M.  Brand  * (resigned  September,  1949). 

Sedley  Nursery  : Miss  R.  Buxton.  4 

Young  Street  Nursery:  Miss  O.  Sander7  (Warden),  (: resigned  July, 

1949). 

4 State  Registered  Nurse.  6 Registered  Sick  Children’s  Nurse. 

5 State  Certified  Midwife.  7 Senior  Child  Care  Reserve  Certificate. 


Nursing  Staff \ etc. : 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 
Municipal  Midwives 
District  Nurses 

Nursery  Nurses  and  assistants  ... 

Chief  Clerk: 

J.  Lambert. 

Other  Staff : 

Clerical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Samtarv  ...  ».•  »••  •••  ... 

Domestic  ...  ...  • • • • • • ... 


12 

3 


8 


15 


11 

4 

15 
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ASSOCIATED  STAFF. 

Medical  and  Dental .* 

Part-time  Ophthalmic  Surgeon : G.  F.  Wright,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.O.M.S. 


Chief  Dental  Officer  : 

W.  Baird  Grandison,  F.D.S.,  R.C.S. 
(Eng.),  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Dental  Officers  : 

C.  Harris,  L.D.S. 

Miss  M.  E.  C.  Page,  L.D.S. 

A.  C.  Capper,  L.D.S. 

E.  Burn,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Attendants  : 

Miss  D.  Mallett. 

Miss  E.  Impey. 

Miss  H.  D.  Denton. 

Miss  I.  J.  WlSBEY. 

Miss  0.  J.  Bowen. 

* Director 

Child  Guidance , etc • : 

H.  Banister,  Ph.D. 

* Psychiatrist 

Mrs.  R.  Pritchard,  M. R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

* Psycho-Therapist  ...  ...  Mrs.  Sisson. 

* Educational  Psychologist  ...  Mrs.  Salaman. 

Psychiatric  Social  Workers  ...  Miss  D.  M.  Hutchinson,  M.A. 

Miss  M.  Weiss. 

* Part-time. 

Speech  Therapists  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Home  Help  Services  (W.V.5.); 


Organiser 

Assistant  Organiser 

Home  Helps 

Mrs.  N.  Traves. 

Miss  Timberlake. 

...  ...  Full  Time  24 

Part  T ime  34 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1949. 


Area  (acres) 

10,057 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  at 

June  30th) 

90,590* 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  ... 

9 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

20,760 

Estimated  Rateable  Value 

£734,000 

Estimated  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . 

£2,950 

t-t  t>-  i Legitimate  1273  (653  males,  620  females)  \ Total  1,320. 

lVe  ir  s I Illegitimate  47  (19  males,  28  females)  * Birth  rate,  14.5 

Q ...  -pj . , | Legitimate  22  (7  males,  15  females)  [ Total  24.  Rate  per 

1 ir  s 1 Illegitimate  2 (1  male,  1 female)  I 1,000  total  births  17.8 

Deaths  473  males,  485  females.  Total  958.  Death  rate  10.5 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  /from  sepsis  0 

of,  childbirth.  / from  other  causes  1 


Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  \ Legitimate  31  T . „ 

1 year  of  age)  /Illegitimate  3 oa 


Infant  mortality  rate  for  all  infants  (per  1,000  live  births) 


25.8 


legitimate  ,,  ( ,,  legitimate  live  births)  23.5 

illegitimate  ,,  ( ,,  illegitimate  live  births)  2.3 


Other  Deaths  : from  cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  measles  (all  ages) 

,,  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 
,,  diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


184 

1 

0 

0 


*The  figure  85,190  given  by  the  Registrar-General  as  the  population 
for  1948  (and  printed  in  my  report  for  that  year)  was,  later,  corrected  to 
86,190. 
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I.  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS. 


Topographical . — The  Borough  of  Cambridge  is  situated  in 
latitude  52°  12'  N.  and  longitude  0°  7'  E.,  about  fifty  miles  north  of 
London,  on  the  midland  side  of  East  Anglia  and  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  Fen  District.  The  town  is  shaped  like  a very  rough  rectangle,  about 
five  miles  from  north  to  south  and  four  miles  from  east  to  west.  It  is 
very  low  lying,  the  greater  part  being  between  25  and  50  feet  above  sea 
level.  In  three  places  (near  the  railway  station,  at  Trumpington  and 
near  Madingley)  the  ground  rises  above  50  feet  and,  on  the  boundary  near 
to  Girton,  somewhat  exceeds  75  feet.  The  only  really  high  ground 
within  the  borough  boundary  is  at  what  may  be  termed  the  south  eastern 
“ corner  ” where,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Roman  road  and  exactly  on  the 
borough  boundary,  a height  of  225  feet  is  reached.  The  River  Cam  enters 
the  town  at  the  south-west,  close  to  the  25  foot  contour  and  leaves  at  the 
north  eastern  extremity  where  the  boundary  is  a little  below  25  feet. 

The  town  stands  upon  clay  but  this  is  overlain  by  gravel  in  a broad 
belt  extending  roughly  from  south-west  to  north-east.  Through  the 
middle,  along  this  line,  flows  the  River  Cam  which  is  the  main  means  of 
drainage  of  the  town. 

Climate. — As  part  of  Great  Britain,  Cambridge  shares  in  the 
insular  climate  but,  since  it  is  in  a comparatively  flat  part  of  the  country 
and  facing  the  continent,  it  shares  to  some  extent  in  the  Continental  type 
of  climate  and  falls  somewhere  between  the  truly  insular  and  the  truly 
continental.  The  prevailing  winds  come  from  the  south-west  and  the 
rainfall  is  low  relative  to  the  rest  of  the  country.  There  is  an  average 
of  about  22  inches  a year,  with  the  greatest  fall  in  October  and  the  least 
rain  in  February,  although  the  actual  number  of  rainy  days  is  about  the 
same  in  each  of  these  extreme  months. 

The  hours  of  sunshine  amount  to  almost  7 per  day  in  the  middle  of 
June  and  fall  to  less  than  2 per  day  in  December,  averaging  somewhat  over 
4 for  the  whole  year.  The  mean  temperature  is  just  short  of  50°  E.,  the 
highest  being  over  80°  in  August  and  the  lowest  under  20°,  usually  in 
January.  The  relative  humidity  is,  on  the  average,  close  to  85,  being  at 
a maximum  in  December  and  January  and  a minimum  about  June. 

Industries  and  Communications . — The  University  may  be 
regarded  as  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most  important  “ industries  ” 
of  the  town  and,  apart  from  its  members,  employs  directly  and  indirectly 
a considerable  number  of  people.  Moreover,  the  important  University 
Press  may  be  considered  one  of  the  town's  principal  industries.  It  is  not 
so  generally  known,  however,  that  important  trades  and  manufactures 
are  sited  in  Cambridge,  notably  the  production  of  radio  and  television 
equipment,  scientific  instruments,  dairy  equipment,  the  production  of 
asphalt,  flour  milling  and  some  others. 
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The  town  is  served  by  the  Eastern  Region  of  British  Railways,  being 
on  the  main  line  from  Liverpool  Street  to  Ely,  Norwich,  Yarmouth  and 
Cromer,  and  on  another  route  from  King’s  Cross  via  Hitchin.  There  are 
other  lines  connecting  Cambridge  with  the  north,  east  and  west.  Many 
passenger  road  services  exist  connecting  Cambridge  with  London  and  the 
principal  towns  in  all  districts  up  to  a distance  of  about  a hundred  miles 
radius. 

An  airport  for  private  aviation  is  situated  immediately  outside  the 
borough  boundary,  but  the  most  ancient  route  to  and  from  Cambridge, 
the  river,  no  longer  serves  anyone  but  pleasure  makers. 


II.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  1948  and  1949  of  the  number 
of  births,  the  birth  rate  and  the  proportion  of  births  of  males  and  females. 


Total 

No.  of  Males  born 

Births. 

Males. 

Females.  Birth  Rate,  per  100  Females. 

1948 

...  1364 

...  710 

654  ...  15.8  ...  108.7 

1949 

...  1320 

...  672 

...  648  ...  14.5  ...  103.7 

Of  the  1,320  births,  47  were  illegitimate  (19  males  and  28  females). 
The  number  of  registered  still  births  was  24. 


Eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight  children  were  born  in  Cambridge  to 
parents  not  resident  in  the  Borough.  These  are  registered  in  the  usual 
way,  but  are  not  included  in  calculating  the  birth  rate.  Sixteen  children  i 
whose  parents  are  resident  in  the  Borough,  were  born  outside  the  district 
and  are  included  for  calculating  the  birth  rate. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  14.5  : the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  16.7. 


Births  in  Institutions . — I he  proportion  of  infants  born  in 
Nursing  Homes  and  Hospitals  was  79.2  per  cent,  ol  the  total,  an 
increase  of  2.6  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  those  births  belonging  to  Cambridge  : — 


Private  Nursing  Homes 
Maternity  Hospital  ... 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 


Percentage  of 

Births. 

total  Births. 

207 

15.7 

834 

63.2 

4 

0.3 

Natural  Increase  of  the  Population. — The  following  figures 
show  the  natural  increase  or  the  excess  ot  births  over  deaths  : — 

Year.  Total  Births.  Total  Deaths.  Natural  Increase. 


1943 

...  1370 

. . . 

923 

...  447 

1944 

...  1426 

• • • 

921 

...  505 

1945 

...  1311 

• • • 

862 

...  449 

1946 

...  1540 

• • • 

903 

...  637 

1947 

...  1575 

• • • 

917 

...  658 

1948 

1364 

• • * 

800 

...  564 

1949 

...  1320 

• • • 

956 

...  364 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  956  (473  male,  483  female)  an 
increase  of  156  compared  with  1948.  The  death  rate  was  10.5.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 
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Causes  and  Ages  of  Death  during  the  Year  1949 . 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 Year. 

1 and 
under 
2. 

2 and 
under 
5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
45. 

45  and 
under 
65. 

65  anc 
up- 
wards 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 









— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Measles  ... 

i 

A 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Diphtheria 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Influenza 

Meningococcal 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Meningitis 

Acute 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 
Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 

1 

1 

System 

Other  Tuber- 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

9 

4 

culous  Diseases 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  ... 

184 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 

67 

103 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

Cerebral 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Haemorrhage,  &c. 

124 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

17 

103 

Heart  Diseases... 

219 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

37 

174 

Arterio  Sclerosis 
Other  Diseases 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

59 

of  Circulation 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

16 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

39 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

30 

(all  forms)  ... 
Other  Respiratory 

41 

2 

— 

— 

2 

__ 

— 

13 

24 

Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

11 

or  Duodenum 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  Digestive 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diseases 

Acute  and 

22 

4 

— 

1 

1 

3 

13 

Chronic  Nephritis 

9 

— 

— 

•— 

1 

— 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Accidents 
and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and 

Parturition  . . . 
Congenital 

Debility  and 
Malformation 
and  Premature 

1 

_ 

1 

Birth  ... 

Old  Age  (Senile 

25 

23 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Decay) 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

Suicide  ... 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

2 

Accidental  Deaths 

30 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

5 

5 

13 

Other  Causes  . . . 

60 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

7 

18 

29 

Total 

956 

34 

4 

2 

6 

10 

49 

205 

646 

It  is  of  interest  that  67.5  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons  65  years  of  age  and  over. 
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Causes  of  Road  Accidents...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Accidental  Suffocation  ...  ...  1 

Deaths . Coal  Gas  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  Poisoning ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Consequent  upon  a Fall  ...  ...  9 

Burns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

30 

Suicides . Coal  Gas  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drowning  ...  ...  ..  ...  4 

Arsenical  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  1 

Run  over  by  a train  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions . — During  the  year  there  were  403 
deaths  of  Cambridge  residents  in  Public  Institutions  and  Nursing  Homes. 
This  is  42.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Last  year  the 
percentage  was  37.8. 


Per  cent. 

Institution. 

Number  of 

of  total 

Deaths. 

Deaths. 

Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 

197 

20.6 

Maternity  Hospital,  Mill  Road  ... 

36 

3.7 

Private  Nursing  Homes 

51 

5.3 

Chesterton  Institution  ... 

62 

6.5 

Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital 

25 

2.6 

Other  Institutions 

32 

3.3 

Total 

403 

42.0 

Infant  Mortality , 1949. — The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for 
the  year  was  25.8  per  1 ,000  births. 

Sixty-five  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  week 
of  life. 

The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  32  per  1,000  births. 

Infant  Mortality  Percentage  of  Infant  Mortality 


No.  of  Infant 

per  1,000 

total  deaths  at 

rate  in  England 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

all  ages. 

and  Wales. 

1944 

77 

• ••  MM  ••• 

54 

8.3 

46 

1945 

. . ♦ • • . 

42 

6.4 

46 

1946 

• • • 53  # « ♦ 

34 

...  . 8 ... 

43 

1947 

• 

• 

00 

• 

• 

• 

30 

...  5 . 2 ... 

41 

1948 

33 

24 

4.1 

34 

1949 

34 

• • • • • • 

25 

...  3 . 0 ... 

32 
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Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  1 Year . 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week 

1—2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3—4  weeks 

Total  under 

1 month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1 year 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Neonatal  Asphyxia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia 

Accidental 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 
(all  forms) 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

» 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital 
Malformations  . . . 

2 

2 

4 

1 

5 

Premature  Birth 

12 

1 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

22 

3 

- 

— 

25 

4 

4 

1 

— 

34 

Of  the  34  deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  31  occurred  in 
legitimately  born  children  and  3 among  illegitimate  children. 


Average  five  years. 

Infantile 


Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Birth 

Rate. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Mortality 
Rate.  Rate. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1945 

1311 

16.9 

862 

11.1 

42\ 

1946 

1540 

19.3 

903 

11.3 

34 

1947 

1575 

19.5 

917 

11.5 

30 

17.2 

10.7 

31 

1948 

1364 

15.8 

800 

9.3 

24 

1949 

1320 

14.5 

956 

10.5 

25 

Maternal  Mortality.— There  was  one  death  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  mothers  from  sepsis,  and  from  other 
puerperal  conditions  for  the  past  ten  years  was  3 from  sepsis  and  10  from 
all  other  conditions. 


The  death  rate  from  puerperal  sepsis  for  the  same  period  has  been 
0.24  per  1,000  births,  and  from  other  puerperal  conditions  0.77  per  1,000 
births. 
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III.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


Disease.  Under 

1 

to 

3 

to 

5 

to 

10 

to 

15 

to 

25 

to 

45 

& 

Total 

Small-pox  . . . 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

over. 

- 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

■ — - 

14 

53 

152 

27 

9 

14 

— 

269 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

— 

11 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



— 

— 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 



6 

7 



13 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 











_ 

_____ 

1 

Pneumonia . . . 

- — ■ 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

4 

5 

14 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

17 

10 

1 

33 

Measles 

11 

163 

177 

242 

15 

8 

11 

— 

627 

Whooping 

Cough 

10 

35 

49 

64 

2 

3 

3 

166 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  children  immunised 
against  this  disease,  870  being  inoculated  in  1949  against  1,842  in  1948. 

In  addition,  544  children  were  given  a secondary  or  reinforcing 
injection  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  had  completed 
a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  December  31st,  1949. 

Under 

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  Total. 

60  722  1023  917  929  1140  949  729  701  658  781  716  666  690  671  11352 

SCABIES. 

At  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Auckland  Road  37  persons  attended,  and 
they  made  57  attendances.  In  addition,  13  persons  attended  from  the 
County  area  for  treatment.  The  Health  Visitors  paid  11  visits  to  the 
homes  of  Scabies  cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  105,  the  pulmonary 
cases  numbered  86  and  the  non-pulmonary  19.  Twenty-four  deaths 
during  the  year  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis,  of  which  20  were  of  the 
lungs. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1949  was  700,  of  whom  370  were  males  and  330  females.  The 
pulmonary  cases  numbered  528  (291  males  and  232  females),  and  the 
non-pulmonary  177  (79  males  and  98  females).  Provision  of  treatment 
is  a responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 


IV.  SANITARY  SERVICES 

(The  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.) 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  following  notes,  with  tables  and  statistics,  give  a short  review 
of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  and  provide  a year’s  record  of  services 
provided  by  the  Council  for  the  safeguarding  of  public  health.  The 
sanitary  services  cover  a wide  field  and  are  concerned  with  the  basic 
elements  of  human  existence  : food,  water,  air  and  shelter. 

The  words  of  Mr.  Disraeli  in  1872  are  still  topical.  “ The  subject 
(public  health)  has  many  branches — it  involves  the  state  of  the  dwellings 
of  the  people,  the  moral  consequences  of  which  are  not  less  considerable 
than  the  physical.  It  involves  their  enjoyment  of  some  of  the  chief 
elements  of  air,  light  and  water.  It  involves  the  regulation  of  their 
industry,  the  inspection  of  their  toil.  It  involves  the  purity  of  their 
provisions  and  it  touches  upon  all  the  means  by  which  you  can  wean  them 
from  habits  of  excess  and  brutality.” 
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Work  in  Cambridge  during  1949  has  been  overshadowed  by  national 
conditions.  Housing  circumstances  remain  bad  and  overcrowding  a 
present  evil.  The  problem  of  the  dilapidated  and  unhealthy  house, 
uneconomic,  and  retained  only  as  “ a place  to  live  in,”  is  represented  by 
several  hundred  examples  throughout  the  town.  This  problem  has 
hardened  and  grows  daily  more  difficult. 

Some  brighter  features  of  the  year’s  work  are  the  steady  success  of 
the  Health  Committee’s  campaign  to  improve  internal  conditions  in  older 
houses,  e.g.  the  installation  of  internal  water  supply  and  sinks  and  the 
modernising  of  sanitation,  and  the  interest  in  milk  sampling  and  the  milk 
processing  plants  which  has  brought  good  results. 

The  problem  of  the  slaughterhouses  has  been  tackled  and  moves 
made  towards  a solution. 

Cambridge  still  has  a comparatively  clean  atmosphere.  Many  towns 
have  lost  this  great  advantage.  But,  locally  there  are  no  grounds  for 
complacency  for  during  the  year  dangers  of  atmospheric  pollution  arose, 
some  serious. 

I wish  to  record  with  appreciation  the  interest  taken  by  the 
Committee  in  the  routine  health  work  of  their  sanitary  officers,  and  my 
indebtedness  to  the  medical  head  of  the  department  for  his  encouragement 
during  a difficult,  though  (it  is  hoped)  a formative  year. 

July,  1950.  D.  W.  BOTTOM. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Cambridge  University 
and  Town  Waterworks  Company,  the  supply  coming  from  Fleam  Dyke 
well  and,  to  a lesser  extent,  from  Fulbourn  well. 

During  the  year  the  supply  was  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  in 
quantity.  The  water  is  examined  bac.teriologically  once  a month  through- 
out the  year  as  it  is  pumped  from  the  Fleam  Dyke  well,  and  also  as  it  is 
supplied  to  the  consumer  after  chlorinating  and  softening.  The  results 
consistently  showed  B.Coli  to  be  absent  from  100  c.c.,  and  the  analyst’s 
comment  is  to  the  effect  that  the  water  is  of  the  highest  quality. 

The  following  is  a typical  chemical  analysis  : — 

Calcium  as  Ca  : ...  ...  ...  67  parts  per  million 

Magnesium  as  Mg  : ...  1.8  ,, 

Calcium  as  Ca  and  Magnesium  as  Mg. 

(Calculated  as  CaCO 3)  : ...  175  ,,  ,, 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  two  or  three  times  a week  of 
the  water  from  the  Fulbourn  well  when  this  source  is  being  pumped. 

The  water  as  supplied  to  the  consumer  in  Cambridge  has  no  tendency 
towards  plumbo-solvency. 

There  are  now  no  dwellings  within  the  Borough  which  do  not  obtain 
their  water  supply  from  the  Company’s  mains.  There  are  no  houses 
deriving  their  supply  from  public  standpipes,  although  there  still  exists  a 
number  which  share  communal  outside  private  taps. 
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HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION. 


New  Houses. 

— Houses  erected 

by  the  Local 

Authority 

private  enterprise  since  the  31st  December,  1921  : — 

Erected  by  the  Local  Erected 

Total. 

Authority. 

by  others. 

1922 

97 

38 

135 

1923 

30 

86 

116 

1924 

68 

82 

150 

1925 

133 

144 

277 

1926 

154 

115 

269 

1927 

120 

166 

286 

1928 

282 

191 

473 

1929 

97 

210 

307 

1930 

196 

137 

333 

1931 

264 

121 

385 

1932 

180 

164 

344 

1933 

178 

300 

478 

1934 

214 

385 

599 

1935 

68 

585 

653 

1936 

83 

466 

549 

1937 

68 

460 

528 

1938 

180 

459 

639 

1939 

182 

268 

450 

1940 

Nil 

174 

174 

1941 

Nil 

24 

24 

1942 

Nil 

6 

6 

1943 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1944 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1945 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1946 

58 

34 

92 

1947 

223 

53 

276 

1948 

447 

58 

505 

1949 

415 

55* 

470 

Totals 

3737 

4781 

8518 

* Includes  3 rebuilt  after  war  damage. 
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Houses  Demolished  after  Action  by  the  Council. 


Prior  to  the  year  1930 
During  the  year  1930 


> ) 

> > 

} ) 

) ) 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y j 


y > 


/ > 

> ) 

> y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 


y y 

y y 

y y 

3 > 

) y 

y y 

y j 

y y 

y y 

y y 

; y 

y y 

> y 


y y 

y y 

: y 

y y 


y y 

y y 

y y 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


18 

3 

14 

29 


25 

17 


25 

96 

42 

56 

131 

16 

4 
12 

1 

3 

5 

3 

4 


Total  ...  504 


One  undertaking  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  (not  to  use  22  Mill 
End  Road,  Cherry  Hinton  for  habitation)  was  accepted. 


Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Park  Street  and  Saxon  Street . — There  were  no  houses 
demolished  in  these  areas. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. — Sixteen  new  demolition  orders  were 
made. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Circular  2156  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  dated  20th  September,  1940,  the  following  houses  have  been 
re-let  under  licence  : — 

14  Clement  Place.  39  Water  Street. 

47  and  48  Park  Street. 

1 and  4 Caroline  Place,  East  Road. 

These  houses  have  been  the  subject  of  demolition  orders  for  about 
ten  years  and  ought  to  be  demolished.  They  have  been  kept  weather 
proof  as  far  as  possible  and  retained  owing  to  the  housing  shortage. 

7 South  Street.  This  house  has  been  let  on  licence.  The  undertaking 
of  1937  not  to  use  for  habitation  was  cancelled  in  April,  1949,  after  ex- 
tensive repairs  had  been  done. 
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Inspection  of  the  District. 

Section  5 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  makes  it  a duty  of  every  Local 
Authority  to  cause  an  inspection  of  their  district  to  be  made  from  time 
to  time  to  ascertain  whether  any  house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
and  regulations  were  made  in  1925  and  amended  in  1932  for  the  guidance 
of  local  authorities. 

This  year  it  was  again  found  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  general 
routine  inspection  of  houses  under  these  regulations. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 


1 • Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 


(1) 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

1169 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

3627 

(2) 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1 932 

105 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

598 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  

16 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  

264 

2*  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  m 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 

357 

3»  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year . 

A.— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  


40 


24 


(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices, 

(a)  By  owners 

37 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners 

3 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

6 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices, 

(a)  By  owners 

Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners 

Nil 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . 

16 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

4 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 

or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

During  the  year  a large  unrecorded  number  of  complaints  and 
enquiries  were  received  by  the  Department.  Visits  were  necessary 
in  854  cases,  and  a large  proportion  of  these  visits  were  in  fact  housing 
inspections,  but  are  not  included  in  the  table  given. 
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Rent  Restrictions  Acts,  1920-1939. 

Under  these  Acts  a tenant  may  in  certain  circumstances  apply  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority  for  a certificate  to  the  effect  that  his  house  is 
not  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  No  applications  were  received 
during  the  year. 


Description  of  Sanitary  Work  carried  out. 

Houses : 

Cleansed  and  redecorated  3 

Provided  with  damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Wood  floors  ventilated  0 

Roofs,  gutters  and  downspouts  fixed  or  repaired  101 

New  floors  laid  4 

Floors  repaired  26 

New  sinks  fixed  63 

Supplied  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  ...  ...  ...  32 

Pavements  of  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Pavements  of  yards  relaid  with  impervious  material  ...  ...  6 


Inside  Water  Supply  and  Sinks. 

As  a result  of  a general  survey  undertaken  throughout  the  town  in 
1947  it  was  found  that  there  were  at  least  676  houses  without  inside  water 
supply  and  sinks. 

The  Council  recorded  their  opinion  that  when  circumstances  permit 
an  inside  water  supply  should  be  available  to  every  house  in  the  Borough. 

Under  this  policy  66  houses  have  been  fitted  with  inside  taps  and  sinks 
as  follows  : — 

(a)  By  formal  action  (P.H.  Act  and  Water  Act,  1945)  by 

owners  61 

(b)  By  informal  action  5 

A number  of  other  cases  have  been  dealt  with  by  owners  privately, 
making  a total  of  about  200. 


Overcrowding. 

This  evil  is  still  prevalent.  The  total  number  of  cases  is  not  known. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

General  Provisions. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  sanitary  work  carried  out  : — 

Properties  of  all  types  : 

Drains  : 

Premises  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Intercepted  from  sewer  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  pipes  of  sinks,  etc.,  trapped  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Smoke  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Water  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  Closets  : 

New  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  . ..  ...  ...  6 

Provided  with  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  , . , ...  ...  4 

Repairs  to  flushing  cisterns  ...  , . . ...  ...  ...  9 

Closets  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  . . , . . ...  3 

New  pans  provided  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ..  25 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . . . 13 

Galvanised  Iron  Dust-Bins  Provided  ...  . . ...  . 2 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  10 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  swine  and  other  animals 

fihstprl  . 

CL  L/  Cl  l v - Vi  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  V ' 

Nuisances  from  ditches  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2924 

Smoke  Abatement. 

A number  of  complaints  concerning  the  emission  of  smoke  were 
received. 

Sixty-six  special  observations  were  made,  and  in  2 cases  nuisances 
were  abated. 

Disinfestation. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Borough  Treasurer  for  the  notification  to 
the  Health  Department  of  the  addresses  of  families  being  transferred 
from  private  houses  to  Council  houses  and  also  the  movements  of  Council 
house  tenants  has  continued.  Inspections  have  followed  these  notifica- 
tions and  where  necessary,  houses  fumigated  or  sprayed. 
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Arising  out  of  inspections  or  complaints,  15  Council,  7 requisitioned  or 
temporary  dwellings,  and  39  other  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
bed  bugs  and  were  all  treated.  Where  necessary,  bedding  and  furnishings 
were  steam  disinfected  or  destroyed. 

The  insecticides  used  were  preparations  containing  5 per  cent  D.D.T. 
used  in  a hand  or  mechanical  sprayer. 

Disinfestation  of  premises  for  cockroaches  and  other  pests  has  been 
done  on  a small  scale. 


Workplaces. 

Regular  inspection  of  premises  of  this  kind  has  not  been  recommenced 
since  the  war.  In  21  cases,  however,  arising  out  of  complaints  or  for 
other  reasons,  inspections  have  been  made  and  certain  improvements 
carried  out. 


THE  CONTROL  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Sampling. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925 — 1940,  316  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year  including  106  samples  of 
Ice  cream. 

The  table  gives  comparative  figures  since  1940. 


Year. 

Number. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Percentage  not 

Genuine.  Prosecutions.  Convictions. 

1940 

311 

12 

3.8 

0 

0 

1941 

303 

12 

3.9 

3 

3 

1942 

298 

16 

5.3 

3 

2 

1943 

273 

15 

5.3 

2 

1 

1944 

284 

17 

5.9 

2 

1 

1945 

286 

11 

3.8 

0 

0 

1946 

264 

17 

6.4 

0 

0 

1947 

161 

2 

1.2 

1 

1 

1948 

222 

28 

12.6 

2 

2 

1949 

210 

22 

10.4 

0 

0 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  character  of  the  samples 
taken  during  1949  : — 

Not 

Number  Genuine.  Genuine. 


Milk  (Formal)  ... 
Milk  (Informal)... 

Gin  

Buttered  Toast  ... 

Sausage  Rolls  ... 

Fish 

Rice 

Tea 

Cheese 

Butter 

Cooking  Fat 

Chocolate  Dates 

Chocolate  Wafers 

Sugar 

Special  Margarine 

Margarine 

Lard 

Hydrogen  Peroxide 

Quinine 

Baking  Powder  . . . 

“ Sweetphat  ” ... 
Iodine 

Grey  Powders  ... 
Pudding  Mixture 
Sweets 
Mustard  ... 

Dutch  Peppermints 
Zinc  Ointment  ... 
Liquid  Chocolate 
Boracic  Ointment 

Flour  

Tomatoes 


Totals 


20 

90 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

6 

7 

9 

5 

1 

1 

7 

5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 

3 

6 

4 
4 
4 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 


14 

80 

1 

1 

6 

1 

6 

7 

9 

5 

1 

1 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

5 

3 

4 
4 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 


210  188 


6 

10 


2 


1 

1 

1 


1 


22 


There  were  no  preservatives  or  colouring  matter  found  in  any  sample. 
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Action  regarding  Samples  not  Genuine. 

Samples  4 and  T.  177.  Milk. — These  two  samples  were  taken  in 


Samples  20  and  21. 

co-operation  with  the  Sampling  Officer  for  East 
Suffolk.  The  corresponding  sample  in  the 
second  churn  from  the  same  farm  showed  a fat 
content  of  4.0%  and  non-fatty  solids  8.8%. 
There  was  no  added  water. 

Rice. — These  were  informal  samples  following  a 
request  for  advice  from  a retailer,  and  no  further 
action  by  the  Council  was  required. 

Sample  45. 

Milk—  A Subsequent  formal  sample  from  the 
same  retailer  proved  to  be  genuine.  Enquiries 
regarding  sample  45  indicated  that  the  milk  was 
tampered  with,  part  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle 
being  removed  and  the  bottle  filled  up  with 
water. 

Sample  63. 

Iodine. — No  formal  sample  was  taken  as  this  old 
stock  was  sold  out. 

Sample  65. 

Grey  Powder  ( one  grain). — Three  subsequent 
samples  proved  to  be  genuine. 

Samples  71,  72,  T.12 
and  T.13. 

Milk. — This  is  milk  from  the  same  producer  as 
samples  4 and  T.177.  The  results  showed  no 
added  water  although  the  fat  was  deficient. 
The  producer  was  interviewed. 

Samples  79  and  82. 

Milk. — There  was  a deficiency  in  fat  but  there 
was  no  added  water. 

Sample  89. 

Pudding  Mixture. — Infested  with  mites.  The 
stock  was  destroyed. 

Samples  97  and  145. 

Milk. — These  were  routine  informal  samples. 
There  was  no  added  water. 

Sample  121. 

Boracic  Ointment. — This  sample  contained 
boracic  acid  in  excess  of  the  standard.  The 
shopkeeper  was  interviewed. 

Sample  187. 

Milk. — -This  was  deficient  in  non-fatty-solids 
but  there  was  no  added  water. 

Sample  195. 

Milk. — This  sample  was  deficient  in  fat,  but 
there  was  no  added  water.  A sample  of  milk 
from  another  milking  showed  3.4%  fat. 

Sample  197. 

Milk. — This  sample  was  deficient  in  fat,  but 
there  was  no  added  water.  A sample  of  another 
milking  gave  4.2%fat. 

Samples  201  and  202. 

Milk. — These  were  two  of  four  samples  from 
separate  churns  supplied  to  a retailer.  The 
other  two  samples  were  genuine.  The  retailer 
was  informed. 
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Tuberculous  Milk. — (Section  25,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.) 

Five  samples  of  ungraded  and  seven  of  graded  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  Biological  Test  for  the  tubercle  bacillus.  One  result  was  positive. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  these  samples  since  1929  : — 


Year. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

No. 

Positives. 

Percentage 

Positive. 

1929 

31 

1 

3.2 

1930 

31 

1 

3.2 

1931 

40 

3 

7.5 

1932 

45 

8 

4.4 

1933 

42 

3 

7.1 

1934 

40 

5 

12.5 

1935 

83 

13 

15.6 

1936 

85 

11 

12.9 

1937 

87 

12 

13.8 

1938 

89 

1 

1.1 

1939 

87 

6 

6.9 

1940 

86 

3 

3.4 

1941 

86 

1 

1.2 

1942 

100 

2 

2.0 

1943 

100 

2 

2.0 

1944 

100 

2 

2.0 

1945 

36 

0 

0.0 

1946 

38 

2 

5.2 

1947 

14 

0 

0.0 

1948 

23 

0 

0.0 

1949 

12 

1 

8.3 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  laboratory  to  put  to  the  tuberculosis  and 

brucella  abortus  test  all  samples  of  designated  milk  which  fail  to  pass 
the  phosphatase  test. 


31 


Sale  of  Milk  Under  Special  Designation. — Since  October  1st, 
1949,  mi]k  may  be  sold  under  the  following  grades  or  designations  : — 

Designation.  Short  Explanations. 


Tuberculin  Tested. 

Milk  from  cows  which  have  passed  a tuberculin 
test  and  a routine  clinical  examination.  The  milk 
must  pass  certain  laboratory  tests. 

Accredited. 

Milk  from  cows  which  have  passed  a clinical 
examination.  The  milk  must  pass  certain  bio- 
logical tests. 

Pasteurised. 

Milk  which  has  been  treated  by  heat  (to  destroy 
harmful  organisms)  by  an  approved  process.  The 
milk  must  satisfy  certain  tests. 

Sterilised. 

Milk  which  has  been  heated  to  a high  temperature. 
It  must  satisfy  a laboratory  test. 

Certain  designations  may  be  combined.  For  instance,  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  may  be  pasteurised,  but  if  so  the  bottle  must  be  marked  to 
this  effect. 

At  the  end  of  1949  the  following  licences  were  in  force  : — 

Name.  Number. 

Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dealer  in  pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dealer  in  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  ...  14 

There  were  also  in  the  town  two  premises  where  milk  was  treated  by 
heat  but  no  licence  was  granted  by  the  Council. 
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One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  samples  of  Designated  milk  were 
submitted  to  baeteriological  examination  ; this  number  is  made  up  in  the 
following  manner  showing  also  the  results  obtained. 


CLASS  OF  MILK 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

68 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

66 

57 

2 

11 

Heat  Treated 

84 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

70 

78 

14 

6 

Sterilised 

Nil 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

Ni 

Ni 

1 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

9 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

8 

9 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  ■>> 

L 

Tuberculin  Tested  f 
(Certified)  J 

27 

Methylene  Blue 

14 

13 

Accredited 

Nil 

Methylene  Blue 

Coliform 

Ni; 

Ni 

1 

1 

The  percentage  of  phosphatase  failures  last  year  was  20%.  This  year 
it  has  fallen  to  10.5%.  This  is  a welcome  improvement  and  is  generally 
due  to  better  management  of  the  pasteurising  plants. 


Registration  and  Supervision  of  Premises  Where  Food  is 

Prepared  for  Sale—  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Sections  13,  14, 
20  and  22.)  Sections  13  and  14  deal  with  cleanliness,  repair,  and 
provision  of  washing  accommodation  at  food  premises,  together  with 
powers  of  registration  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  Section  14  the  following  number  of  premises  are  registered  : — 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Sale  only  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Preparation  and  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled, 

or  Preserved  Food  intended  for  sale  (including  Fried  Fish)  ...  96 
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During  the  year  the  following  applications  were  received  and  dealt 


with  as  shown  : 

Applications  for 
Registration. 

Granted. 

Not 

Granted. 

Sale  only  of  Ice  Cream 

15 

13 

2 

Sale  and  Manufacture  of  Ice 
Cream  

1 

1 

Preparation  and  Manufacture 
of  Sausages,  Potted, 
Pressed,  Pickled  or  Pre- 
served Food  intended  for 
sale 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

During  the  year  1,187  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  various 
' defects  were  remedied  in  23  cases. 


Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Premises. —These  premises  are 
subject  to  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  regarding  cleanliness,  washing 
accommodation,  etc. 

A certain  number  of  visits  have  been  made  during  the  day  and  even- 
ing opening  hours. 

Bakehouses . — Forty  bakehouses  were  in  use  during  1949,  some  of 
which  are  in  connection  with  restaurants. 

Summary  of  inspection. 

No.  of  inspections  65 

No.  of  defects  found 4 

No.  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  cleansed  and  lime  washed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ice  Cream. — Quality. 

There  are  no  legal  standards  laid  down  for  quality,  for  example  fat 
content  as  in  the  case  of  milk.  105  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

See  previous  paragraphs  on  food  sampling. 

Cleanliness  and  Purity. 

There  are  no  legal  bacteriological  standards  for  ice  cream. 

In  1947  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  put  forward  certain  grades,  based  on  a Methylene  Blue  reduction 
test.  These  grades  were  provisional,  and  were  offered  as  a guide  for 
classifying  ice  cream  samples. 
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The  gradings  were 

T ime  to  reduce 

Provisional 

Methylene  Blue. 

Grade. 

Interpretation. 

hours  or  longer 

1 

Satisfactory. 

2\  to  4 hours. 

2 

Fair. 

J to  2 hours 

3 

Unsatisfactory. 

9 ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

Very  unsatisfactory. 

Seventy-three  samples 

were  taken  with  the  following  results  : — 

Grade  1 

•••  •••  ••• 

39 

Grade  2 

•••  •••  ••• 

14 

Grade  3 

• • • • • • • • • 

7 

Grade  4 

• • • • • • • • • 

13 

Total 

73 

Analysis  of  Ice  Cream.  The  results  of  examination  of  one  hundred 
and  six  samples  varied  greatly,  but  certain  producers  maintained  steady 
results  with  a good  quality  ice  cream. 

The  lowest  fat  content  result  was  1.79%  and  the  highest  20.3%. 
(This  sample  was  found  to  contain  mineral  oil.)  The  average  for  the  106 
samples  was  8.83%. 

Ice  Cream  ( Heat  Treatment)  Regulations , 1947.  These  regulations, 
made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1947, 
their  purpose  mainly  being  to  provide  for  the  heat  treatment  of  the  ice 
cream  mix,  the  prevention  of  contamination  and  sanitary  control  of  the 
product. 

Legal  action  regarding  offences  has  not  been  found  necessary. 

Restaurants  and  Hotels. — There  are  78  restaurants  in  the 
Borough. 

A large  number  of  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and 
certain  improvements  were  effected  as  necessary. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks . — There  were  no  occurrences  of  food 
poisoning  during  1949  which  could  properly  be  termed  outbreaks.  Nine 
cases  occurred  altogether  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  but  four  of 
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these  were  associated  with  the  same  foodstuff  and  might,  therefore,  be 
regarded  as  a small  outbreak.  The  food  in  question  was  tinned  brawn 
imported  from  Poland,  and  four  people  were  ill  after  eating  it.  We  were 
not  able  to  establish  definitely  that  the  brawn  was  the  cause  of  the  illness 
but  such  evidence  as  we  had  pointed  to  this.  All  four  patients  recovered 
quickly. 

One  other  patient  was  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  food  poisoning  on 
purely  clinical  grounds  but  no  article  of  the  patient’s  previous  diet  could 
be  definitely  incriminated. 

There  remain  four  other  isolated  cases,  which  were  as  follows  : — 

A patient  was  ill  and  Salmonella  Typhimurium  was  isolated  from  the 
faeces.  The  illness  followed  eating  some  synthetic  cream,  but  proof  that 
the  cream  was  in  fact  the  causative  agent  was  lacking.  The  only  case  of 
death  following  food  poisoning  occurred  in  a man  who  handled  guano 
derived  from  fowls,  and  while  his  hands  were  still  soiled  with  this  product 
had  plentifully  eaten  of  some  peppermints  which  he  had  in  his  pocket. 
Salmonella  Typhimurium  was  found  in  his  stools  and  isolated  from  the 
spleen  at  the  post-mortem  and  it  was  surmised  that  he  had  caught  the 
infection  through  neglect  of  cleanliness.  The  same  organism  appeared 
in  the  stools  of  a patient  who  had  eaten  duck  eggs  and  subsequently 
exhibited  symptoms  of  food  poisoning,  and  Salmonella  Stanley  appeared 
in  the  faeces  of  a patient  who  attributed  his  illness  to  the  consumption 
of  ice  cream. 


Milk  and  Dairies . — There  are  in  the  Borough  11  cowsheds,  in 
some  cases  with  dairies  attached,  and  there  are  33  dairies  from  which  milk 
is  sold  by  retail. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and 
dairies. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1944,  came  into  force  on 
1st  October,  1949,  and  divided  the  functions  between  local  authorities 
and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Measures  concerned  with  the  production 
of  milk  at  farms  passed  to  the  Ministry.  The  Town  Council  is,  therefore, 
no  longer  concerned  with  the  inspection  of  cowsheds.  Milk  distribution, 
the  supervision  of  retail  dairies,  licensing  and  control  of  pasteurisation 
plants  and  similar  matters  remain  in  the  hands  of  local  authorities.  Also, 
certain  very  important  functions  regarding  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
milk  borne  diseases  are  required  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Council.  This  will  require  close  co-operation  between 
this  department,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  veterinary 
officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Cambridge  is  a large  receiving  area  for  milk  and  it  is  therefore  very 
important  that  a close  watch  should  be  kept  for  cases  of  milk  affected  with 
tuberculosis,  brucella  abortus  and  other  milk  borne  diseases. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  — (Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.)  The 
number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  since  1925  are  as  follows  : — 

1925  1930  1934  1935  1936  1940  1944  1946  1947  1948  1949 
Registered  ...  10  9 8 8 8 — — — — — — 

Licensed  ...  12  11  11  10  9 15  3 3 3 3 3 

Slaughtering  arrangements  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  under  the  Livestock  (Restriction 
on  Slaughtering)  Orders,  and  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  are  at 
present  adapted  for  this  purpose,  and  are  licensed  annually  by  the  Council. 
They  are  : — 

East  Road  ...  ...  Messrs.  Winton-Smith,  Ltd. 

Sleaford  Street  ...  The  Cambridge  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Newmarket  Road  ...  Mr.  J.  Speechley. 

Meat  inspection  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Authorities’ 
inspectors,  and  all  animals  are  subject  to  post-mortem  inspection. 

The  slaughter-houses  serve  the  Borough  and  the  County,  and  occasionally 
districts  elsewhere,  including  London. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  improved  in  many  ways,  but  are  not 
suitable  for  the  demands  made  upon  them.  Improvements  in  washing 
accommodation,  means  of  sterilization  of  utensils,  and  meat  inspection 
facilities  are  required. 

The  facilities  made  available  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  at  the  University  Department  of  Pathology  are  in 
constant  use  b}-7  the  Inspectors  in  post-mortem  examination  of  carcases 
and  organs. 

1624  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses. 


Horseflesh. — (Food  and  Drugs  Act: — Horseflesh  (Control 
and  Maximum  Prices)  Order,  1941.)  A slaughter-house  in  Coldham’s 
Lane  (Messrs.  Pink  Bros.)  is  licensed  annually  for  the  slaughter  of  horses 
for  human  consumption.  All  the  meat  leaves  Cambridge  and  is  sold  in 
London.  The  premises  are  of  good  design  and  well  kept.  A large 
refrigerated  cold  store  forms  part  of  the  premises. 

3,861  horses  were  slaughtered  during  1949.  The  amount  of  meat 
or  organs  condemned  because  of  disease  was  very  small. 

There  is  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in  the  area.  The  business  is 
very  well  conducted. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act , 1933. — Two  slaughtermen’s  licences 
were  granted  during  the  year.  In  addition,  there  are  36  licences  in  force. 


Meat  and  Disease  Statistics  and  Analyses . — The  following 
figures  show  the  number  of  animals  inspected  for  the  years  1939 
and  1949  : — 

1939.  Previous  to  Government  Control. 


Beasts 

•••  ••• 

• • • 

2835 

Calves 

•••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

469 

Sheep 

•••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

...  12501 

Pigs 

•••  ••• 

• • • 

12052 

Total  ... 

• • • 

...  27857 

1949.  Under  Government  Control. 


Beasts  

♦ • • •••  ••• 

• • • 

4789 

Calves 

•••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

3026 

Sheep  

•••  ••• 

• • * 

8730 

Pigs  

• • • •••  ••• 

• • • 

1812 

Goats  52. 

Total 

• • • 

18357 

The  following  table  shows  the  weight  of 

i • 

meat  condemned  during 

Tons.  Cwts. 

Stns. 

Lbs. 

Beef  

51  0 

2 

6 

Mutton 

2 10 

3 

1 

Pork  

4 14 

1 

13 

Veal  

8 

2 

1 

Total  Meat  condemned  58 


13 


1 


7 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  carcases,  whole  or  in 
part,  condemned,  showing  separate  figures  for  Tuberculosis  only,  and 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  table  for  all  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : — 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed... 

3512 

1277 

3026 

8730 

1812 

Number  inspected 

3512 

1277 

3026 

873  0 

1812 

A ll  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

8 

8 

2 

26 

29 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

919 

441 

10 

715 

155 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

26.4 

35.1 

0.39 

8.9 

c 

10.2 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

25 

' 

45 

2 



4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

372 

344 

1 

_ 

31 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  . . . 

11.3 

30.5 

0.1 

— 

2.0 

I again  draw  attention  to  the  percentage  figure  of  30.5  of  cows 
infected  in  some  form  by  tuberculosis.  Many  of  the  animals  came  direct 
from  dairy  herds.  The  need  for  measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis  in  cattle  has  not  lessened. 

The  percentage  of  animals  infected  with  liver  fluke,  another  common 
disease  were  : — 

Cattle  : 15.5%.  Cows  : 18.3%. 
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Inspection  of  Foods  other  than  Meat . 


List  of  Food  Condemned  : — - 

Tons.  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Stns. 

Lbs. 

Bacon 

Jellies 

• » •••  • • • 

144  pkts. 

1 

3 

1 

10 

Danish  Pigs’  Feet 
Salad  Dressing 
S.R.  Flour 

Cake  Mixture 

192  bottles 

173  pkts. 

423  pkts. 

1 

3 

0 

0 

Cheese 

«•  •••  ••• 

4 

3 

1 

12 

Orange  Juice 

••  •••  ••• 

— — 

1 

0 

13 

Whalemeat 

Sauce 

Pickles 

Tomato  Paste 

55  bottles 

58  j ars 

47  tins 

1 10 

0 

0 

0 

Rice 

Ice  Cream 

20 \ galls. 

192  blocks 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pudding  Mixture 
Tomato  Juice 

23  tins 

— — 

3 

0 

8 

Fish 

••  •••  ••• 

10 

2 

1 

7 

Rabbits  ... 
Pickled  Cabbage 
Cocoa 

Grapefruit  Juice 

85  bottles 

33  tins/pkts. 

37  tins 

5 

2 

1 

1 

Prawns 

Fish  Paste 

Cereoca 

Flour 

••  •••  ••• 

25  tins 

24  pkts. 

21  sacks 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Haslet 

• • •••  ••• 

— — 

1 

1 

9 

Polish  Maws 
Honey 

• • •••  • 0 « 

27  jars 

Tinned 

Meat 

Milk. 

Fish. 

5 

Foods. 

Jam. 

Vegetables. 

Soup. 

0 

0 

0 

Fruit. 

Total  number  of  tins— 7,078. 

Smaller  quantities  of  the  following  were  also  dealt  with  : — 


Bourn  Vita 

Meat  Paste 

Kippers 

Semolina 

Spaghetti  in  meat  sauce 

Butter 

Sugar 

Tomato  Paste 

Fowls 

Horse  Radish 

Tea 

Strained  Foods 

Baby  Food 

Lemon  Curd 

Chocolate  Spread 

Marmite. 

Turkey 

Sponge  Sandwich 

Coffee  Essence 

Milk  Puddings 

Ginger 

Hors  d’oeuvres 

Certo 

Frozen  Dressed  Crab 

Pickled  Ghurkins 

Pickled  Onions 

Chocolate  Puddings 

Apple  Sauce 

Spaghetti 

Margarine 

Chickens 

Oats 

Mincemeat 

Cherries 

Peanut  Butter 

Ducks 

Sunny  Spread 

Treacle 

Cake  Flour 

Dates 

Vita  Gravy 

Cereals 
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Tapioca 
Corn  Flour 
Vinegar 
Pepper 
Ready  Meals 
Fruit  Lollies 
Fruit  Pudding 


Herbs 
Shrimps 
Salami  Sausage 
Rhubarb  Puddings 
Custard  Powder 
Curry  Powder 
Bloaters 


Barley  Flour 
Sweetphat 
Dried  Egg 
Tomato  Puree 
Figs 
Oatmeal 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — Inspections  for  the  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

0) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

225 

1 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
♦Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con- 
struction, but  not  including  outworkers’ 
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premises) 

3 

— 

— 

Total 

♦Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as 

factories. 

271 

1 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

3 

3 

- 



Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperatures  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

unsuitable 

4 

4 

— 

— 

(S.  7)  < 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937)  ...  

Total 

11 

11 

— 

— 
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3. — Home  Work . 

List  of  Out-Workers  ( Part  VIII,  Section  110). 
List  received  from  employers. 


Wearing  Apparel  : — 


Twice  in  the  Once  in  the 

Year.  Year. 

Total  Out-  Out- 

Lists.  Lists.  Workers.  Lists.  Workers. 


Addresses  of 
Out-workers 


(1)  Making,  etc  ...  ...  61 

f Received  from  other 
Councils  ... 
Forwarded  to  other 
Councils  ... 

Prosecutions  (failure  to  send  in  lists) 

No.  of  inspections  of  Out- workers' 
Premises 

Out-work  in  unwholesome  Premises 
(Sec.  Ill) 

Out-work  in  infected  Premises 
(Sec.  Ill) 


29 


210 


42 


21 


4 . — Registered  Factories. 

Factories  on  the  Register  (S.  8)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  447 


5.— Other  Matters. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Class.  Number 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 

(S . 1 28 )...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ll 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the 
Factory  Acts  (S.  3) 


Notified  by  H.M. 

Inspector 
Reports  of  action 
sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector 


Others . . . 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  visits  were  made  to  houses,  schools, 
and  places  of  work  in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  infectious 
disease  by  the  Inspectors  and  Sanitary  Assistant. 
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Disinfection . — The  following  is  a summary  of  diseases,  etc., 
necessitating  disinfection  of  rooms  : — 


From  Private  Houses. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Rooms. 

Scarlet  Fever 

228 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 

Tuberculosis 

58 

Cancer 

24 

Others 

20 

Total 

330 

Steam  disinfection  is  carried  out  at  the  Brookfields  Hospital  dis- 
infector, now  the  property  of  the  Hospitals’  Board,  at  an  agreed  charge. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  four  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough 
as  follows  : — 


The  Wheelwright’s  Arms,”  East  Road 


6 Lodgers. 


Horse  and  Jockey,”  East  Road 


“ The  George  IVth,”  East  Road 


14 


“ The  Church  Army  Hostel,”  Willow  Walk  ...  37 


Total 


64 


Eight  routine  visits  were  made  to  Lodging  Houses  during  the  year. 
Conditions  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

There  are  two  rat-catchers  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

The  statement  set  out  below  shows  the  action,  etc.,  taken  in  1949  : — 

Number  of  enquiries  and  requests  received  ...  811 

Number  of  rats  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  973 

In  addition,  poison  “ takes  ” were  found  in  427  cases.  The  number 
of  rats  killed  in  this  way  can  only  be  estimated.  The  number  of  visits  to 
various  premises  was  2242. 


CARAVANS. 

Cambridge  Corporation  Act,  1932. 

Under  the  Act  the  following  sites  are  approved  : — 

Adjoining  132  Scotland  Road  ...  ...  ...  12  Caravans. 

Belonging  to  Mrs.  Harris,  Coldham’s  Lane  ...  12  ,, 

Fen  Road,  Chesterton  12 

During  the  year,  owing  mainly  to  the  deplorable  housing  situation 
the  demand  for  caravan  sites  continued.  No  further  sites  were  approved 
under  the  Act  but  the  Council  raised  no  objection  to  the  use  of  a number 
of  sites  for  limited  periods. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911-1928. 

No  matters  arose  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  a number  of  inspections  were  made  of 
places  of  entertainment  such  as  theatres,  cinemas  and  other  premises  in 
connection  with  ventilation,  cleanliness  and  sanitary  accommodation. 
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V.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1949. 


Number  of  Schools  : — 

Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Secondary  Grammar...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Secondary  Modern  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Open  Air  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Special  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nursery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Departments  : — 

Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Secondary  Grammar...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Secondary  Modern  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Open  Air  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Special  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nursery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 

Average  number 

of  children  on  * * * 

registers  ...  7933  7872  7692  7493  8132  8679  9026  9387  9737 

Average  number 
of  children  in 

attendance  ...  6846  6938  6500  6445  7108  7745  8076  8492  8856 

* Includes  evacuees. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Routine  School  Medical  Inspection  was  made  by  the  Deputy  and 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  of  three  groups  of  children.  The  numbers 
examined  belonging  to  these  three  groups  are  shown  below. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

518 

502 

...  1020 

Second  Age  Group 

380 

358 

738 

Third  Age  Group 

276 

320 

596 

1174 

1180 

2354 

Special  examinations  and  children  reinspected,  9,999. 

Amongst  these  special  examinations  is  grouped  what  is  really  an 
additional  routine  inspection  of  all  children  at  age  8. 

The  number  at  routine  inspections  represents  26.6  per  cent,  of  the 
number  of  children  in  average  attendance  during  the  year. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  routine  inspections  carried 
out  at  the  various  schools  : — 


* 

i 

Entrants. 

Second  Age 
Group. 

Third  Age 
Group. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Brunswick  Council  ... 

65 

70 

80 

63 

Central 

- — 

— 

- — 

- — 

— 

86 

Cherry  Hinton 

18 

18 

13 

o 

O 

— 

■ — - 

Chesterton  Senior  ... 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

98 

81 

Coleridge  Senior 

— 

— 

— 

— 

136 

— 

County  Boys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

County  Girls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

109 

Milton  Road... 

45 

34 

35 

47 

— 

— 

Morley  Memorial 

62 

45 

30 

30 

— 

— ■ 

Newnham  Croft 

25 

12 

9 

15 

— 

— - 

Park  Street  ... 

18 

21 

9 

11 

— 

— 

Richmond  Road 

24 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Romsey  Council 

— 

— 

45 

40 

— 

— 

St.  Andrew’s... 

— 

— 

41 

40 

— ■ 

— 

St.  Andrew’s  R.C.  ... 

19 

13 

16 

14 

18 

9 

St.  Barnabas 

11 

21 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

— ■ 

St.  George’s  ... 

— 

- — - 

- — 

— • 

24 

35 

St.  Luke’s 

26 

33 

21 

26 

— - 

- — - 

St.  Matthew’s 

30 

24 

15 

18 

— ■ 

— - 

St.  Paul’s 

11 

29 

8 

18 

- — - 

— - 

St.  Philip’s  ... 

39 

31 

48 

25 

— 

— 

Sedley 

47 

51 

- — ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

Shirley 

51 

55 

- — ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— . 

Trumpington 

27 

24 

10 

8 

— 

— - 

518 

502 

380 

358 

276 

320 

1020 

738 

5S 

>6 

Attendance  of  Parents. — The  percentage  of  parents  present  at  the 
routine  inspections  was  65.2,  being  2.4  per  cent,  lower  than  the  previous 
year. 


Review  of  the  Findings  Disclosed  at  Inspection. 

The  number  of  individual  children  found  at  routine  inspection 
to  require  treatment  shows  a decrease  from  504  in  1948  to  397  in  1949, 
and  was  16.8  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  in  the  three  routine 
groups.  This  figure  is  exclusive  of  uncleanliness  and  dental  disease,  but 
includes  children  found  to  require  treatment  on  account  of  their  defective 
nutritional  condition. 
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Among  the  “ entrants  ” the  percentage  requiring  treatment  was 
13.3,  and  among  the  “ intermediates  ” and  “ leavers,”  25.7  and  11.9 
per  cent,  respectively. 

The  total  number  of  children  with  no  defects  was  1,370,  or  58.2 
per  cent,  of  the  number  examined  at  routine  medical  inspection.  * In 
1948  the  percentage  was  60.0. 

Before  making  any  comparison  of  the  percentage  of  defects  in  the 
three  age  groups,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  acuity  of  vision 
of  “ entrants  ” is  not  tested. 


Heights  and  Weights  of  Certain  Age  Groups  of  Cambridge 

School  Children. 


BOYS.  j 

GIR] 

LS. 

Age 

Average 

Average 

Average 

Average 

in 

Height 

Weight 

Height 

Weight 

Years. 

in  Inches. 

in  Pounds. 

in  Inches. 

in  Pounds. 

1949.  1950. 

1949.  1950. 

1949.  1950. 

1949.  1950. 

5 

43.15  43.29 

42.80  42.98 

42.86  42.91 

41.44  41.95 

10 

54.67  54.43 

71.71  71.24 

54.37  54.32 

70.50  71.87 

14 

62.77  62.52 

107.00  105.32 

62.36  62.65 

110.44  110.84 

Cleanliness. — The  total  number  of  individual  children  found 
verminous  at  school  by  the  School  Nurses  during  the  special  visits  they 
made  for  this  purpose  during  1949  was  364,  compared  with  371  in  1948. 

The  proportion  of  children  found  harbouring  pediculi  in  their  hair 
was  1.8  per  cent.  In  1948  the  proportion  was  1.7  per  cent. 

Sixty-seven  children  suffering  from  Scabies,  or  contacts  of  that 
disease,  were  dealt  with  at  the  Scabies  Treatment  Centre,  compared 
with  93  in  1948. 

Ringworm. — There  were  8 cases  of  ringworm  of  the  body  discovered 
during  1949. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — 324  children  had  notably  large  tonsils. 
Of  these  29  required  treatment. 

Twenty-two  children  were  referred  to  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  for 
treatment  and  in  November  the  hospital  authorities  started  a special 
session  for  our  school  children. 
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Orthopaedic  Defects  and  Deformities. — The  defects  found 

include  : — Flat  foot,  171  ; rickets,  1 ; spinal  curvature,  45  ; round 
shoulders,  19  ; bad  posture,  32;  knock-knees,  30;  bowed  legs,  10;  flat 
chest,  13 ; overriding  toes,  3 ; deformed  toes,  1 1 ; pigeon  chest,  9 ; and  other 
conditions,  76. 

Defective  Vision . — The  number  of  children  found  at  routine 
inspection  to  have  defective  vision  (6/9  or  worse)  was  73.  All  required 
treatment.  In  addition  31  “ specials  ” were  examined,  1 during  routine 
inspection  and  30  at  the  Clinic.  All  required  treatment. 

External  Eye  Disease. — The  conditions  found  were  Blepharitis,  8 ; 
Squint,  38  ; and  22  other  conditions,  making  a total  of  68.  The  total 
number  of  similar  conditions  in  1948  was  66. 

Other  Defects. — These  include  16  children  with  irregular  action  of 
the  heart,  22  stammerers,  24  with  indication  of  nervous  instability, 
and  2 with  rheumatism. 

V accination  ~ The  proportion  of  children  found  with  vaccination 
marks  in  1949  was  24.2  per  cent.,  this  being  1.5  per  cent,  more  than  the 
previous  year. 


SUPERVISION  AND  TREATMENT. 


Sehool  Clinics. 

The  Clinics  were  open  every  weekday,  and  Saturdays,  from  9.30  a.m. 
until  1 p.m.  An  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  School  Nurses,  and  a Clerk 
being  in  attendance  for  special  medical  examinations,  and  for  the  treat- 
ment of  minor  ailments. 

The  total  number  of  children  inspected  at  the  Clinics  during  1949 
was  10,760,  3,376  less  than  in  1948. 

The  total  attendances  in  1949  for  all  purposes  numbered  16,885, 
a decrease  of  3,798  as  compared  with  1948. 

Mental  Testing  by  Tennan- Merrill  Intelligence  Tests. — 

40  children  were  examined  by  mental  tests  during  the  year  (40  in  1948) . 

The  number  recommended  for  the  Special  School  was  19 — -9  boys 
and  10  girls. 

Special  Examinations  for  Physical  Defects , — A number  of 
children  are  examined  at  the  Clinic  for  physical  defects.  They  include  the 
children  whose  condition  suggests  the  need  for  a period  at  the  Open 
Air  School. 

The  number  recommended  for  the  Open  Air  School  was  56 — 27  boys 
and  29  girls. 
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Treatment  of  Defects. — The  total  number  of  children  treated  for 
minor  ailments  at  the  Clinics  was  1,724  ; of  this  number  857  children 
attended  for  the  first  time.  The  attendances  numbered  7,474.  In 
addition,  treatment  was  given  to  464  for  defective  vision,  31  for  diseases 
of  the  throat  and  nose,  and  3,583  for  dental  disease,  making  a total  of 
5,802  cases  treated  in  1949  as  compared  with  7,415  in  1948. 

Of  the  464  who  attended  for  defective  vision  spectacles  were  pre- 
scribed in  358  cases. 


Hospital  Treatment , — One  hundred  and  eighty-three  children 
were  recommended  for  treatment  at  Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  the  condi- 
tions requiring  treatment  being  : — Disease  of  the  ears,  9 ; tonsils  and 
adenoids,  61  ; skin  disease,  4 ; minor  injuries,  30  ; various  other  conditions, 
90  ; making  a total  of  194  defects  in  183  children.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
108  children  had  received  treatment. 


Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  schools  in  the  year  was  832,  of 
which  225  were  in  connection  with  the  routine  medical  inspections, 
199  for  cleanliness  survey,  and  the  remainder  for  various  other  purposes. 

The  “ home  ” visits  numbered  1954,  in  the  year  ; 245  for  the  purpose 
of  following-up  cases  of  defects  found  at  routine  inspections,  1,182  in 
connection  with  infectious  disease,  and  527  visits  of  enquiry  as  to  the 
cause  of  absence  of  children  notified  as  ill  by  Head  Teachers  and  School 
Attendance  Officers.  During  these  home  visits  the  School  Nurse  is 
able  to  give  useful  advice  to  parents. 

The  figures  in  1948  were  : — Total  home  visits  3,216,  following-up 
543,  infectious  diseases  1,631,  absentees  1,042. 


Artificial  Sunlight  at  School  Clinics,  Auckland  Road  and  Coleridge  Road. 

Ultra  Violet  Light  therapy  is  given  at  the  Auckland  Road  and 
Romsey  Health  Centres.  Those  children  who  underwent  a full  course 
of  treatment  appeared  to  benefit  by  it,  especially  in  improved  tone  and 
resistance  to  infection. 
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The  number  of  children  treated,  the  attendances,  and  the  condition 
for  which  they  were  recommended  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Auckland  Road. 

Romsey. 

Total. 

No.  of  new  cases 

39 

26 

65 

Cases  brought  forward  from  1948 

11 

6 

17 

Total 

50 

32 

82 

Total  number  of  attendances 

675 

512 

1187 

Defects 

Sub  average  Nutrition 

5 

1 

6 

Chronic  Colds 

14 

5 

19 

Poor  Appetite 

2 

1 

3 

Debility  following  Illness  ... 

8 

11 

19 

Cervical  Adenitis 

1 

2 

3 

Anaemia 

6 

1 

7 

Other  Conditions 

3 

5 

8 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation,  1949. 

Number  inoculated  ...  ...  870 

Under  5 ,,  ...  ...  823 

Over  5 ,,  ...  ...  47 

In  addition,  544  children  were  given  a secondary  or  reinforcing 
injection  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  80.20  per  cent,  of  school  children  have  completed 
a course  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  at  any  time  up  to  December 
31st,  1949. 


SPECIAL  PROVISIONS. 

Open  A ir  School . — The  Open  Air  School  continued  to  fulfil  its 
function  of  providing  education  for  delicate  and  physically  handicapped 
children  under  suitable  conditions,  and  the  confidence  of  parents  in  the 
school  increases  steadily  from  year  to  year. 

During  the  year  a number  of  cases  have  been  recommended  for 
admission  by  Private  Practitioners. 

The  average  stay  of  a child  at  the  Open  Air  School  is  18  months, 
and  varies  from  one  term  to  several  years. 

Delicate  and  Physically  Defective  Children. — The  number  on  the 
register  of  the  Open  Air  School  in  Ascham  Road  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  118.  During  the  year  48  children  left  and  50  were  admitted. 
Of  the  48  children  who  left  the  school  during  the  year,  42  returned  to 
their  ordinary  schools,  4 left  the  town,  and  2 were  admitted  to  Residential 
Schools. 
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Considerable  use  was  made  of  the  Artificial  Sunlight  Lamp.  22  boys 
and  22  girls  received  treatment  for  the  undermentioned  conditions  : — 

Anaemia. 

Debility. 

Bronchitis. 

Tubercular  Neck  Glands. 

Asthma. 

Post  Infantile  Paralysis. 

Special  School  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children . — The 

number  in  the  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  69.  Twelve  left  and  13 
were  admitted,  leaving  70  children  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Of  the  12  who  left,  1 was  admitted  to  a Residential  School,  1 left  the  town, 
6 reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority,  2 found  employment,  1 returned 
to  the  ordinary  school,  and  1 withdrawn  on  account  of  ill-health. 

Institutional  Care—  Handicapped  children  maintained  in  Institu- 
tions at  any  time  during  the  year  : — 


Blind 
Epileptic 

Educationally  Sub-Normal 
Deaf  and  Dumb 
Cripples 

No.  of  children  maintained  in  Orthopaedic 
Hospitals,  Residential  Open  Air  Schools, 
or  Convalescent  Homes  at  any  time  during 
the  year 

No.  of  children  maintained  in  Residential 
Homes  for  Maladjusted  Children  at  any 
time  during  the  year 


5 

2 

8 

7 

4 


Supervision  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer . — The  number  of 
children  reported  upon  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  during  the  year 
was  33.  Twelve  were  excluded  from  attending  school  and  5 non-infectious 
cases  were  recommended  for  the  Open  Air  School. 

Voluntary  Agencies , — Voluntary  associations  which  carry  on 
work  among  school  children,  and  which  give  most  valuable  help,  include 
the  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare,  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service,  and  the  British  Red  Cross. 

The  Inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children  gave  assistance  to  several  cases  during  the  year. 

The  Committee  for  Education  makes  an  annual  grant  to  the  Ely 
Diocesan  Association  for  looking  after  deaf  and  dumb  children  during 
holidays,  and  for  their  work  in  placing  such  children  in  occupations 
after  leaving  school. 

An  Occupation  Centre  for  low  grade  mentally  defective  persons,  is 
held  at  St.  Giles’  Mission  Room,  Castle  Hill.  The  Centre  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 
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SICKNESS  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  in 
children  of  School  Age  were  as  follows  : — 


1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947 

. 1948. 

1949. 

Scarlet  Fever 

62 

44 

20 

46 

83 

179 

Diphtheria 

10 

1 

2 

2 

4 

— - 

Measles  ... 

99 

173 

44 

621 

61 

266 

Whooping  Cough 

42 

20 

20 

114 

21 

59 

Poliomyelitis 

— ■ 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Deaths. — There 
during  the  year.  The 

were  6 deaths  in  children  of 
causes  of  death  being  :■ — - 

school  age 

notified 

Accidental  Deaths,  3. 

Broncho  Pneumonia,  1 . 

Lobar  Pneumonia,  1 . 

Subarachnoid  Haemorrhage,  1. 

MILK  AND  MEALS. 

Provision  of  Milk . — The  number  of  bottles  of  milk  (one  third 
pint)  delivered  to  schools  (excluding  Open  Air  School)  on  16th  December, 
was  7,736. 

School  Meals , — The  provision  of  dinners  to  school  children  was 
continued  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  At  canteens  at  Coleridge,  St.  Andrew’s  R.C.,  Romsey,  Shirley 
(which  supplies  St.  Andrew’s  C.E.),  Open  Air,  Ditton  Fields 
Nursery,  Brunswick  Junior  and  Infants’  Schools,  and  Cambridge- 
shire High  Schools  for  Boys  and  Girls  ; and  also  at  New  Street 
School  Canteen  which  caters  for  children  from  Brunswick 
Infants’  and  Central  Boys’  Schools. 

(b)  At  British  Restaurants — St.  John’s  Hall  (Morley  Memorial 
Junior  Mixed  and  Infants’  Schools). 

(c)  Paradise  Street  Central  Kitchen  (capacity  600  meals  daily)  was 
opened  on  24th  May,  1943,  and  meals  have  been  provided  during 
the  year  at  the  following  schools  : — St.  Barnabas’,  St.  Paul’s, 
St.  George’s  Boys’  and  Girls’,  Central  Girls’,  Park  Street  and 
St.  Matthew’s  Mixed  and  Infants’  Schools. 

(d)  Chesterton  Central  Kitchen  (1,000  meals  daily)  was  opened  on 
11th  June,  1945,  and  meals  have  been  provided  during  the  year 
at  the  following  schools  St.  Luke’s  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants’, 
Richmond  Road,  Milton  Road  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants’, 
Chesterton  Boys’  and  Girls’  Schools. 

(e)  Burnside  Central  Kitchen  (capacity  1,000  meals  daily)  was 
opened  on  17th  September,  1945,  and  meals  have  been  provided 
during  the  year  at  the  following  schools  : — Newnham  Croft, 
St.  Philip’s  Junior  Boys’,  Junior  Girls’  and  Infants’,  Cherry 
Hinton,  Trumpington,  Fawcett,  Sedley,  Homerton  Nursery, 
and  Cherry  Hinton  Hall  Nursery  Schools. 

(/)  The  number  of  children  receiving  dinners  in  December,  1949, 
was  5,229,  of  which  1,018  were  free  (as  compared  with  a total 
of  4,835  in  December,  1948,  of  which  1,010  were  free). 


52 


CHILD  GUIDANCE. 

(Report  on  Cambridge  Child  Guidance  Clinic  for  1949,  by  Dr.  H.  Banister, 

Director.) 

Staff. — Dr.  Griffiths  resigned  at  the  end  of  March  after  six 
months’  service.  She  found  the  railway  journey  during  the  winter  too 
fatiguing.  Towards  the  end  of  June  Mrs.  Sisson,  who  had  been  working 
as  Educational  Psychologist,  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  post  of  psycho- 
therapist, and  Mrs.  Salaman  replaced  her  as  Educational  Psychologist. 

Miss  Weiss  was  the  only  member  of  the  staff,  besides  Miss  Hazzard, 
the  clerk,  who  was  working  full-time  ; Miss  Hutchinson  was  half-time 
till  September,  when  her  temporary  appointment  at  the  London  School  of 
Economics  came  to  an  end.  The  remaining  members  were  on  a sessional 
basis. 

Accommodation , — The  new  premises  in  the  grounds  of  Chesterton 
Hall  were  occupied  on  the  1st  July.  The  building  was  originally  the 
stables  at  the  Hall  and  the  modifications,  to  make  it  suitable  for  use  as  a 
clinic,  have  been  more  successful  than  was  at  one  time  thought  possible. 

There  are  inevitably  some  difficulties,  but  these  will  probably  be  put 
right  before  the  next  autumn. 

The  building  is  used  as  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  one 
afternoon  each  week,  when  the  Child  Guidance  Team  go  to  the  Romsey 
Clinic,  Coleridge  Road. 

Cases.- — There  were  210  new  cases  during  the  year.  111  boys 
and  99  girls.  It  is  interesting  that  the  proportion  of  girls  should  be  so 
high.  Last  year  the  numbers  were  115  boys  and  86  girls. 

Analysis  of  the  data  shows  that,  perhaps  for  the  first  time  since  the 
clinic  was  opened,  the  number  of  boys  referred  for  what  are  roughly 
classed  together  as  nervous  disorders,  exceeds  the  number  of  girls.  The 
numbers  were  13  boys  and  10  girls. 

Another  interesting,  and  perhaps  significant  fact  is  that,  whereas  last 
year  less  than  39%  of  the  children  referred  for  behaviour  disorders  were 
girls,  this  year  over  52%  were  referred  for  reasons  which  fall  under  that 
heading,  viz.  : Unmanageable  ; Aggressive  ; Tempers  ; Jealousy  ; Stealing  ; 
Lying  ; Truancy  and  Sex  difficulties. 

It  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  justifiable  to  draw  any  further  conclusions 
from  these  figures. 

There  have  been  342  cases  on  the  registers  of  the  clinic,  of  which  199 
have  been  closed  during  the  year.  Of  the  143  on  the  books  at  the  end 
of  December,  87  were  receiving  treatment  and  49  had  been  examined  and 
accepted  for  treatment.  7 cases  only  had  not  been  investigated. 
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Statistics  for  the  Year  ending  December,  1949. 


Cases  Referred  By  • 

Borough.  County.  Others. 

Total 

School  Medical  Officer  ... 

31 

20 

3 

54 

Head  Teachers  ... 

36 

5 

— 

41 

Parents  ... 

16 

7 

1 

24 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare 

33 

3 

— 

36 

Probation  Officer 

11 

1 

— 

12 

Speech  Therapist 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Health  Visitor  ... 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Private  Doctor  ... 

5 

2 

— 

7 

Other  xA.gencies  ... 

17 

8 

3 

28 

155  48  7 210 


Areas: 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Borough  ... 

87 

68 

155 

County  ... 

21 

27 

48 

Isle  of  Ely 

1 

2 

3 

Norfolk  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Suffolk  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Lines. 

1 

— 

1 

Hunts. 

— 

1 

1 

Ill 

99 

210 

Problems  as  Referred: 

Borough.  County.  Others. 

Total 

Nervous  Disorders. 

Fears  and  Anxiety 

7 5 

— 

12 

Depression 

8 

— 

8 

Seclnsiveness 

2 

— 

2 

Obsessions 

1 

— 

1 

Habit  Disorders. 

Excretory 

18  4 

3 

25 

Sleep 

5 1 

— 

6 

Movement 

4 1 

1 

6 

Feeding  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Speech  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Fits 

4 2 

— 

6 

Asthma  ... 

2 

— 

2 

23 


50 


73 


Carried  forward 
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Borough.  County.  Others.  Total. 
Brought  forward 

Behaviour  Disorders. 


Unmanageable  ... 

25 

10 

— 

35 

Tempers  ... 

12 

4 

— 

16 

Jealousy... 

7 

2 

— 

9 

Sex  Difficulties  ... 

8 

2 

— 

10 

Stealing  ... 

14 

5 

— 

19 

Truancy  ... 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Aggressiveness 

7 

1 

— 

8 

Lying  

6 

4 

1 

11 

Educational  Difficulties. 

Backwardness  ... 

18 

5 

2 

25 

Inability  to  Concentrate 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Advice  re  School 

1 

155 

48 

7 

1 

Cases  Closed: 

Examined  at  Clinic. 

Borough.  County.  Others. 

Total 

Examined  and  Advised 

39 

9 

6 

54 

I.  Q.  only  

7 

4 

— 

11 

Treated. 

Much  Improved ... 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Improved 

33 

11 

— 

44 

Not  Improved  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Treatment  Incomplete. 

Left  District 

2 

3 

— 

5 

Parents  Unco-operative 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Referred  Maudesley  Hospital 

1 

— 

— 

1 

,,  Private  School .. . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

„ S.M.O 

Not  examined  at  Clinic  (P.S.W. 

1 

Only). 

1 

Adjusted... 

25 

2 

2 

29 

Examination  Unnecessary 

17 

5 

— 

22 

Referred  Other  Agency... 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Left  District 

2 

3 

— 

5 

Parents  Unco-operative 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Case  Withdrawn 

5 

3 

1 

9 

148 

42 

9 

199 

73 


110 


27 

210 
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Total  Number  of  Cases: 


Brought  forward  from,  1948. 

Carried  forward  to  1950. 

Under  Treatment 

79 

Under  Treatment 

87 

On  Waiting  List 

40 

On  Waiting  List 

49 

Not  Yet  Visited ... 

13 

Not  Yet  Visited... 

7 

132 

143 

New  Cases  1949  

210 

Closed  during  1949 

199 

342 

342 

SPEECH  CLINICS. 

Staff , , — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff,  which  consists 
of  Miss  Melville,  Miss  Pat  on  Philip,  and  Mrs.  Longmuir  (nee  Miss  S.  Wood). 

Accommodation. — Treatment  has  been  given  at  the  Romsey  and 
Auckland  Road  Clinics,  and  at  seven  schools  in  the  Borough  and  forty- 
four  in  the  County,  which  is  now  well  covered.  This  may  be  one  reason 
for  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  County  cases.  For  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  Clinic  the  number  of  children  referred  from  the 
County  (120)  exceeds  the  number  from  the  Borough  (71). 

Cases . — Though  the  number  of  children  referred  to  the  Clinic 
was  less  than  last  year’s  total — 191  as  compared  with  236 — there  was  an 
increase  of  34  in  the  numbers  treated  and  of  41  in  the  number  discharged 
after  treatment.  341  children  have  received  treatment  during  the  year. 

Open  Air  School. — Mrs.  Longmuir  spent  four  mornings  each  week 
at  the  Open  Air  School.  In  all  she  treated  32  children,  22  from  the 
physical  side  and  10  from  the  special  side,  during  the  year.  The  children 
with  physical  defects  compare  with  the  children  from  the  ordinary  schools 
except  in  so  far  as  the  physical  defect  interferes  with  the  organs  of  speech  ; 
but  the  mentally  retarded  children  are  a different  problem. 

Of  twelve  children  treated  during  the  past  fifteen  months  (many  of 
whom  had  had  previous  treatment  ; one  for  six  years,  though  not  con- 
tinuously) three  have  been  discharged  with  satisfactory  speech  ; two  left 
before  treatment  was  completed  having  reached  the  school  age  limit  ; 
one  was  found  to  be  unteachable  and  has  since  been  transferred  to  the 
Occupation  Centre.  The  remaining  six  are  making  varying  amounts  of 
progress. 

Progress  appears  to  depend  on  two  factors  : (a)  the  I.  Q.  of  the  child 
and  (b)  the  amount  of  co-operation  received  from  the  home.  But 
progress  is  always  very  slow.  These  children  of  low  intelligence  have  very 
poor  powers  of  concentration,  so  the  treatment  periods  must  be  short. 
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Weeks  have  often  to  be  spent  on  a very  minor  stage,  for  example  learning 
to  pronounce  a single  consonant.  If  the  practice  periods  are  short,  they 
need  to  be  frequent.  It  is  here  that  home  co-operation  is  important. 
Unfortunately  much  less  co-operation  seems  to  be  obtained  from  the 
parents  of  special  school  children  than  from  parents  of  children  in  other 
schools. 

Colourful  books  and  pictures  are  necessary,  and  the  more  the  lesson 
can  take  the  form  of  a game  the  greater  the  response  obtained,  especially 
with  young  children. 

Mrs.  Longmuir  is  continuing  the  work. 


Speech  Clinics — Statistics. 

Cases : 

Borough. 

County. 

Total. 

Referred  during  the  year 

71 

120 

191 

Not  requiring  treatment 

7 

24 

31 

Treated  during  year 

177 

164 

341 

Discharged 

74 

71 

145 

Under  treatment  at  close  of  year 

103 

93 

196 

On  waiting  list  at  close  of  year  . . . 

38 

49 

87 

Not  examined  at  close  of  year  . . . 

1 

3 

4 

Speech  Defects  of  Children  accepted  for  treatment  during 


the  year: 

Borough. 

Count}". 

Total. 

Dyslalia  ... 

36 

50 

86 

Stammering 

13 

18 

31 

Sigmatism 

10 

17 

27 

Other  defects 

• • • • • • ^ 

8 

14 

SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE. 

(Report  of  The  Chief  Dental  Officer,  W.  Baird  Grandison, 

F.D.S.,  L.D.S.) 

The  Forty-second  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Dental  Depart- 
ment, covers  the  period  from  January  1st,  1949,  to  December  31st,  1949, 
inclusive.  Owing  to  shortage  of  Staff  and  extreme  pressure  of  work  the 
report  is  wholly  statistical  in  character. 
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Dental  Defects. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  : 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : 

Routine  Age  Groups 
Specials 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

(c)  Actually  treated 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : 

Inspection  ... 

Treatment 


(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

(4)  Fillings  : 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth  ... 


5150 

776 

5926 

3808 

3583 


46 

709 


755 


3981 


2450 

859 

3309 


(5)  Extractions  : 

Permanent  Teeth  (including  86  for  regulation)  ...  392 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2540 


2932 


(6)  General  anaesthetic  administrations  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 


(7)  Other  Operations  : 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  743 

889 


Crowns,  10  ; Dentures,  30  ; Inlays,  22  ; Repairs  to  Dentures,  3 ; 
Gold  Bridges,  3. 

(The  above  statistics  result  from  the  work  of  approximately  2J 
Dental  Officers.) 
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Orthodontic  Treatment. 


The  Orthodontic  Treatment  of  school  children  is  in  the  care  of  our 


specialist,  Mr.  Charles  Harris,  and  is  immensely  popular.  Statistics 


covering  his  work  follow  : — - 

Number  of  Patients  under  Active  Treatment 
Number  of  Patients  under  observation 

Number  of  New  Cases  accepted  during  1949  : 

From  School  Dental  Officers 
From  Private  Practitioners 

Number  of  Attendances 

Number  of  Sessions  devoted  to  Treatment 

Number  of  Appliances  (a)  Removable 

(b)  Fixed  ... 

Number  of  Repairs  to  Appliances  ... 

Teeth  extracted  for  Regulation  and  not  included  under 
General  Treatment 


333  \ 
31  J 


364 


193  T 
13/ 

2248 

480 

185  \ 
99  J 

22 


206 


284 
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Chart  showing  the  percentage  of  decay  present  in  the  temporary 
teeth  of  the  five-year  old  group  of  children  before  treatment  from  the 
years  1911  to  1949  inclusive — 6.1%. 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  school  dental  service  is  rapidly 
deteriorating,  due  to  staff  shortage,  it  is  most  gratifying  to  find  the  teeth 
of  the  five-year  old  children  better  than  ever.  The  devoted  attention  of 
nursery  attendants  is,  I am  convinced,  the  principal  reason  for  this  most 
satisfactory  result. 


Chart  showing  the  percentage  of  decay  present  in  the  Temporary  Teeth  of  the  Five-Year  Old  Group  of  Children 

before  treatment,  from  the  Years  1911  to  1949  inclusive. 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

(Annual  Report  of  the  Physical  Education  Organisers — -Miss  E.  C. 

Kenyon  and  Mr.  H.  Payne.) 

In  present  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  give  a definite  assessment  of 
physical  education  in  its  various  forms  as  practised  in  the  Committee’s 
schools  and  Further  Education  centres.  For  the  latter  there  have  been 
important  changes  in  material  conditions  and  staffing.  In  all  schools 
training  has  been  affected  by  experimental  work  since  the  war.  Changes 
in  method,  content  and  general  approach  in  training  have  evolved,  but 
there  are  few  signs  of  firm  definition  as  yet.  They  may  probably  best 
be  seen  in  the  varied  types  of  agility  equipment  and  in  the  films  prepared 
for  the  guidance  of  teachers.  The  training  of  teachers  to  appreciate  the 
new  trends  has  been  given  special  attention  by  the  organisers. 

Courses  were  held  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Spring  Term : Athletics  Coaching  (Track  and  Field  Events). 
An  open  course,  of  four  Saturday  afternoon  sessions,  conducted 
by  National  Coaches  of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Association. 

For  most  of  the  events,  attendance  was  good.  A further 
local  course,  more  suitable  for  athletic  training  in  schools,  is  being 
arranged. 

(b)  Summer  Term  : Cricket  Coaching.- — A single  practical  session, 
open  to  men  and  women  teachers  and  conducted  by  H.  P. 
Crabtree,  Essex  County  C.C.,  the  leading  exponent  of  Massed 
Coaching.  A large  number  of  teachers  took  a practical  part. 

(c)  Autumn  Term:  Primary  School  Training.  A course  of  six 
sessions  conducted  by  the  organisers,  with  practical  demonstra- 
tions with  children.  Special  emphasis  was  given  to  the  modern 
trend  in  class  training  and  to  the  use  of  improvised  apparatus. 
Every  primary  school  in  the  Borough  was  represented,  and  the 
attendance  was  better  than  at  any  previous  course. 

(d)  Special  technical  films  have  been  exhibited  to  show  new  lines 
of  training. 


Primary  Schools . 

These  have  probably  been  affected  by  changes  in  method  and  staffing 
more  than  other  schools.  Many  teachers,  some  trained  and  experienced 
in  more  formal  methods  of  class  control  and  others  more  used  to  the 
formalities  of  Service  training,  have  had  difficulty  in  conforming  with 
newer  ideas,  which  depend  largely  on  developing  a sense  of  sound  purpose 
and  initiative  in  the  individual  pupil.  Early  efforts  on  these  lines  have 
sometimes  caused  doubt  and  standards  have  diminished  through  mis- 
understanding aims.  On  the'  whole,  however,  the  general  framework  of 
the  training  is  being  rebuilt  satisfactorily. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  two  recent  reports  by  His  Majesty’s 
Inspectors  have  commented  very  favourably  on  the  physical  training, 
with  emphasis  on  the  opportunity  for  experimental  agilities  afforded  by 
portable  playground  apparatus.  With  its  restricted  accommodation, 
Park  Street  C.E.  School  is  to  be  congratulated  in  this  respect,  whilst  it  is 
notable  that  at  St.  Paul’s  C.E.  School  the  footwork  is  now  so  good  that 
Miss  Roberts  no  longer  has  to  attend  to  take  remedial  exercises. 

For  most  of  the  year  outdoor  conditions  were  very  good  and  higher 
standards  were  achieved  through  training  that  was  more  regular  and  on  a 
wider  and  more  progressive  basis.  This  has  been  assisted  by  the  pro- 
vision of  additional  playground  equipment.  Made  by  a local  firm,  and 
designed  in  various  forms  to  suit  special  conditions,  it  has  been  adopted 
by  other  local  education  authorities.  Organisers  from  other  areas, 
including  one  from  Nyasaland,  have  made  visits  of  inspection.  Large 
climbing  frames  have  now  been  fixed  at  Milton  Road,  Newnham  Croft  and 
Cherry  Hinton  Schools,  whilst  Morley  Memorial  and  Romsey  Schools  are 
awaiting  delivery  of  similar  equipment.  For  the  pupils  of  Cherry  Hinton 
Hall  Nursery  School,  opened  in  September,  1949,  there  are  swings,  a 
scrambling  net  and  a varied  assortment  of  portable  climbing  equipment. 

Netball  posts  have  been  supplied  to  all  junior  mixed  and  girls’ 
schools  and  progress  is  being  made  in  the  game. 


Secondary  Schools. 

As  regards  physical  education,  the  disparity  in  staffing  between  boys’ 
and  girls’  schools  has  increased,  as  during  the  year  it  has  been  possible  to 
appoint  to  modern  girls’  schools  three-year  trained  specialist  teachers, 
thus  bringing  them  into  line  with  the  girls’  high  school. 

In  contrast,  only  one  teacher  with  special  qualifications  in  physical 
training  has  been  appointed  to  a boys’  school,  i.e.  Chesterton,  since  before 
the  war. 

In  some  of  the  modern  schools  the  boys’  physical  training  is  passing 
gradually  into  the  hands  of  younger  and  less  experienced  men,  whose 
keenness  is  greater  than  their  background.  There  is  no  official  syllabus  on 
which  they  can  rely  for  their  programme,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary 
that  they  should  have  extensive  training  and  knowledge,  gained  either  in 
college  or  on  long  period  courses. 

With  less-experienced  teachers  the  standards  of  gymnastic  training 
has  diminished  and  this  also  indicates  the  need  for  further  training  for 
these  teachers.  In  boys’  games  there  has  been  marked  progress  both  in 
lesson  organisation,  in  training  technique  and  in  dress. 
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School  and  inter-school  contests  and  tournaments  are  becoming  more 
common  each  year  and  the  standard  of  organisation  is  high.  Thirty 
teams  entered  for  the  annual  netball  tournament  for  girls  under  16,  an 
increase  over  previous  years.  The  standard  of  play  was  encouraging. 
In  contrast,  hockey,  except  at  the  Girls’  High  School,  languishes  for  lack 
of  pitches. 

Tennis  is  progressing  and  it  is  particularly  encouraging  that  so  many 
girls  have  bought  their  own  racquets.  From  the  High  School  for  Girls 
two  girls  entered  the  Junior  Wimbledon  Tennis  Championships,  and  two 
the  Junior  Covered  Courts  Championships  held  in  London,  It  is  hoped 
to  introduce  tennis  to  the  older  boys  in  the  modern  schools. 


Remedial  Exercises, 

All  schools  where  remedial  exercises  are  recommended  are  visited, 
since  the  specialist  teacher  now  has  the  assistance  at  St.  Philip’s  C.E.  and 
Milton  Road  Schools  of  the  trained  specialist  teacher  from  the  Coleridge 
and  Chesterton  Girls’  School  respectively.  This  provides  for  following-up 
in  the  secondary  schools,  exercises  given  in  the  junior  schools  by  the  same 
teacher.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  specialist  teacher 
to  visit  the  Boys’  High  School  to  follow  up  new  entrants  who  have  had 
special  remedial  exercises  in  the  junior  schools. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made,  in  co-operation  with  the  Com- 
mittee’s Specialist  Teacher,  for  more  serious  cases  to  attend  monthly  a 
clinic  for  school  children  at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  for  advanced  treat- 
ment. This  arrangement  consequently  prevents  any  overlapping  of 
cases  being  treated  either  at  the  Hospital  or  by  the  teacher. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  more  specific  attention  is  being  given  to  the 
remedial  type  of  exercise  in  the  normal  physical  training  lesson  but  it  is  as 
yet  too  early  to  assess  results. 

Swimming. 

The  season  was  unusually  favourable,  and  the  proportion  of  children 
who  learned  to  swim  was  higher  than  usual.  Similarly,  more  schools 
were  able  to  continue  training  into  September. 

Conditions  at  the  Snobs  bathing-place  have  made  that  bath  unpopular 
— in  some  respects  with  justification — and  the  requests  from  Head 
Teachers  for  alternative  accommodation  for  classes  is  creating  a problem. 


Further  Education  and  Physical  Recreation . 

Under  this  heading,  training  may  be  roughly  placed  in  two  categories 
—formal  training  classes  and  more  recreative  activities,  particularly  those 
consisting  of,  or  connected  with,  games  and  sports.  In  recent  years  the 
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distinction  has  become  less  definite,  as  the  variety  of  activities  has 
increased  and  inter-club  competitions  have  been  instituted.  Whilst  the 
policy  of  establishing  classes  for  the  purpose  of  training  for  a specific 
sport  or  game  has  probably  brought  in  a greater  number  of  participants, 
it  has  produced  too  many  small  classes,  whose  continued  existence  has 
sometimes  been  difficult  to  justify  in  their  isolation  from  one  another 
within  each  club  and  from  one  club  to  another.  Moreover,  leaders  have 
sometimes  been  too  ready  to  establish  classes  to  suit  the  whims  of  a 
few  potential  members  without  due  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  activity. 
The  current  season  has  been  better  in  this  respect  and  classes,  whilst 
fewer,  are  more  substantial  in  foundation  and  attendance.  An  Athletics 
Training  Class,  conducted  by  the  University  Athletics  Coach  at  Coleridge 
Evening  Centre,  is  worthy  of  particular  mention  as  it  has  been  attended 
week  by  week  throughout  the  season  by  25  to  30  men  athletes,  adult  and 
adolescent.  It  is  also  interesting  to  record  that  a keen  women’s  athletic 
class  was  formed  at  the  same  centre,  in  collaboration  with  the  Town 
Women’s  Athletic  Club. 

At  the  request  of  the  evening  centre  leaders  the  organisation  of 
summer  evening  outdoor  activities  through  the  Youth  Sports  Club  was 
amended  last  year,  so  that  the  Club  as  such  became  defunct  after  operating 
since  1941.  Experience  during  the  year  showed  that  the  Youth  Sports 
Council,  formed  for  the  promotion  of  youth  sports  on  the  county  scale,  was 
not  the  appropriate  body  for  the  direct  operation  of  a sports  field  jointly 
used  by  some  of  the  youth  clubs.  Further  revision  of  organisation  is 
required  and  steps  to  that  end  are  being  taken. 

In  conclusion  the  organisers  offer  their  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Committee  for  Education,  the  Education  Officer  and  the  staff  for  their 
support  during  the  past  year. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1949. 

'The  details  given  in  the  following  Tables  are  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Education. 

Table  I. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools. 

A.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups. 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group 

1020 

738 

596 

Total 

2354 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 

1132 

Grand  Total 

3486 

B.  Other  Inspections. 
Number  of  Special  Inspections... 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

6954 

3045 

Total 

9999 

C.  Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment. 

Number  of  individual  pupils  found  at  periodic  medical  inspection 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with 
Vermin) 


Group. 

(a 

For  Defective  For  any  of  the 

Vision  other  Conditions  Total 

(excluding  recorded  in  Individual 
Squint).  Table  IIa.  Pupils. 

(2)  (3)  , (4) 

Entrants 

2 

134 

136 

Second  Age  Group 

49 

141 

190 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

22 

49 

71 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

73 

324 

397 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

52 

141 

193 

Grand  Total 

125 

465 

590 
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Table  II. 

A.  Return  of  Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspection. 


Defect 
or  Disease. 

(1) 

Periodic  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Requiring 
: Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment. 

(5) 

Skin 

24 

14 

787 

Eyes  — a.  Vision 

73 

7 

31 

— 

b.  Squint 

20 

14 

4 

— 

c.  Other 

11 

14 

408 

— 

Ears  — a.  Hearing 

2 

8 

22 

— 

b.  Otitis  Media 

5 

9 

52 

— 

c.  Other 

5 

3 

85 

— 

Nose  or  Throat  ... 

29 

171 

180 

1 

Speech  ... 

7 

14 

10 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

2 

108 

40 

1 

Heart  and  Circulation  . . . 

25 

11 

20 

— 

Lungs 

20 

25 

24 

1 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia 

1 

3 

— 

— 

b.  Other 

4 

28 

1 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture 

48 

7 

4 

1 

b.  Flat  Foot  ... 

79 

25 

12 

— 

c.  Other 

52 

43 

10 

2 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy 

— 

— 

3 

— 

b.  Other 

11 

7 

52 

— 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 

6 

7 

29 

1 

b.  Stability 

1 

7 

1 

— 

Other  

12 

30 

2103 
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B.  Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils 


Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups. 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected. 

A. 

(Good.) 

B. 

(Average.) 

C. 

(Poor.) 

No. 

% of 
Col.  2. 

No. 

%of 
Col.  2. 

No. 

%0f 

Col.  2. 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

1020 

379 

37.15 

584 

57.25 

57 

5.60 

Second  Age  Group 

738 

338 

45.80 

350 

47.43 

50 

6.77 

Third  Age  Group 
Other  Periodic 

596 

271 

45.47 

300 

50.33 

25 

4.20 

Inspections 

1132 

439 

38.78 

622 

54.95 

71 

6.27 

Total 

3486 

1427 

40.93 

1856 

53.25 

203 

5.82 
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Table  III. 

Infestation  with  Vermin. 

(i)  Total  number  of  Examinations  in  the  Schools 

by  the  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised 

persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19749 

(ii)  Total  number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  to 

be  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

(iii)  Number  of  Individual  Pupils  in  respect  of 

whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 

(Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  — 

(iv)  Number  of  Individual  Pupils  in  respect  of 

whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued 

(Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  — 

Table  IV. 

Treatment  Tables. 

Group  I.  Minor  Ailments. 

(Excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  V.) 


(a) 

Number  of  Defects 

Treated,  or  under 

Treatment,  during 

the  Year. 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  Treatment 

— 

(ii)  Other  Treatment  ... 

— 

Ringworm — Body 

8 

Scabies 

30 

Impetigo  ...  

66 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

130 

Eye  Disease  ... 

299 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of 

refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted 

to  hospital.) 

Ear  Defects 

139 

Miscellaneous... 

1656 

{e.g.,  Minor  Injuries,  Bruises,  Sores,  Chilblains, 

etc.) 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2328 

(b)  Total  Number  of  Attendances  at  Authority’s 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics  ...  ...  16885 
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Group  II.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


(Excluding  Eye  Disease  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — -Group  I.) 


Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) 

Other  defects  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding 
those  recorded  in  Group  I ) ... 

Number  of  Defects 
Dealt  With. 

464 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

464 

No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  Prescribed  . . . 358 


Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Total  Number 

Treated. 

Received  Operative  Treatment — 

(a)  For  Adenoids  and  Chronic  Tonsilitis 

6 

(b)  For  other  Nose  and  Throat  conditions 

10 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

15 

T otal  ...  ...  ... 

31 

Group  IV.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

(a)  No.  treated  as  In-patients  in  Hospitals  or 

Hospital  Schools  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in  Clinics  or  Out- 

Patients’  Departments  ...  ...  21 

Group  V.  Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy. 

No.  of  Pupils  treated  (a)  Under  Child  Guidance 

arrangements  ...  210 

(b)  Under  Speech  Therapy 

arrangements  ...  191 

Mentally  Defective  Children. 

No.  of  children  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  during  1949: — 
Under  Section  57(3)  of  the  Education  Act  ...  ...  ...  6 

Under  Section  57  (5)  for  statutory  supervision  ...  ...  8 

Under  Section  57(5)  for  Institutional  Treatment  ...  ...  1 
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VI.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 

WELFARE. 


Midwives . — -The  Supervisor  of  Midwives  is  Dr.  Margaret  C.  K. 
Patterson,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare. 

Eleven  Midwives  gave  notification  of  intention  to  practise  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  ; one  left  the,  district  during  the  year  and  one 
transferred  to  the  County  Hospital. 

In  addition  to  domiciliary  and  private  midwives,  28  midwives 
notified  Institutional  practice  from  the  County  Hospital ; 5 of  these  left 
the  district  during  the  year. 

12  Maternity  Nurses  notified  intention  to  practise  in  the  Borough — 
2 for  regular  local  domiciliary  work,  7 in  Nursing  Homes  and  3 who  came 
to  the  district  for  one  case  only,  having  their  private  addresses  in  other 
areas. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  in  Cambridge  by  Midwives  and 
Maternity  Nurses  during  1949  is  as  follows  : — 

In  Maternity 


Domiciliary.  Homes.  Total. 

Notified  as  Midwives  : 

Attended  as  Midwives  ...  115  4 119 

Attended  as  Maternity  Nurses  137  108  245 

Notified  as  Maternity  Nurses  : 

Attended  as  Maternity  Nurses  9 248  257 


261  360  621 


The  number  of  notifications  received  from  Midwives  (as  required  by 
the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board)  is  as  follows  : — - 

Sending  for  help  on  behalf  of  the  mother  ...  ...  ...  18 

Sending  for  help  on  behalf  of  the  infant  ...  ...  ...  1 

Changes  to  artificial  feeding...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  ...  ...  4 

Notification  of  a Stillbirth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


28 


Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — There  were  three  full-time 
Midwives  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  attended  by  them  during 
the  year  1949  was — as  Midwives  77  (1948 — 71)  and  as  Maternity  Nurses  78 
(1948—48). 

Miss  Rattew  left  on  31/8/49  and  was  replaced  on  1/11/49  by  Miss 
French. 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  was  administered  by  the  Midwives  in  61 
midwifery  cases  and  33  maternity  cases. 

Home  Helps , — The  Home  Help  Scheme  is  operated  on  behalf  of 
the  Borough  by  the  W.V.S.  through  whole-time  and  part-time  daily 
workers. 

Under  the  W.V.S.  Scheme  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  24  full- 
time and  19  regular  part-time  Home  Helps,  also  15  occasional  part-time 
helps. 

The  number  of  new  maternity  cases  attended  during  the  year  was 
267,  of  these  38  were  free,  136  assisted  and  93  full-rate. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. — The  number  of  Maternity  and 
Nursing  Homes  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1949  was  8,  of  which  1,  while 
still  registered,  was  not  functioning  as  such  at  the  time. 

The  number  of  confinements  of  Borough  residents  conducted  in  the 
County  Hospital  for  the  whole  year  was  83 1 (1948 — 744). 

The  percentage  of  Borough  births  conducted  in  Nursing  Homes  and 
Institutions  during  1949  was  79.2%. 


Ante-N dtal  Clinics.— There  are  two  ante-natal  clinics  held 
weekly,  and  their  work  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Auckland  Road.  Romsey  Town.  Total. 


1949. 

1948. 

1949. 

1948. 

1949. 

1948. 

No.  who  attended 

155 

228 

60 

77 

215 

305 

Total  ante-natal  attenders 

144 

194 

47 

52 

191 

246 

No.  of  attendances 

429 

768 

170 

231 

599 

999 

No.  of  new  cases  : — 

Ante-natal  ... 

103 

148 

38 

42 

141 

190 

Non-pregnant 

16 

13 

6 

9 

22 

22 

Post-natal  (no  ante- 

natal attendance) 

4 

8 

3 

5 

7 

13 

No.  who  returned  for  post- 

natal examination. . . 

34 

54 

13 

8 

47 

62 

Premature  Births. — The  number  of  live  premature  births,  in 
cases  of  Borough  residents,  during  1949  was  70,  and  the  survivals  at  the 
end  of  one  month  were  : — - 


Survived  at 
Born.  end  of  1 month. 


1949. 

1948. 

1949. 

1948. 

Domiciliary 

4 

5 

3 

4 

In  Hospital  or  Nursing  Homes  ... 

66 

50 

49 

36 

70 

55 

52 

40 

Special  attention  is  given  to  this  group  of  infants  by  the  Health 
Visitors. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics . — Eleven  Infant  Welfare  sessions  were 
held  weekly  in  the  Borough  at  eight  centres. 

Toddler  sessions,  for  children  of  18  months  to  5 years  who  attend  by 
appointment,  were  held  at  four  centres.  Cherry  Hinton,  Castle  Street, 
and  Newnham  Toddler  sessions  are  held  twice  a month,  and  Romsey  once 
a week.  (The  Castle  Street  Toddler  Clinic  commenced  on  February  9th.) 

The  usual  activities  of  weighing  babies,  giving  advice  to  the  mothers, 
and  selling  foods,  were  carried  on  at  all  the  centres.  Proprietary  brands 
of  dried  milk  were  sold  at  cost  price.  Accessory  food  substances,  e.g. 
Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion,  Virol,  Vitamin  Tablets,  were  also  obtainable. 

In  addition,  the  centres  functioned  as  depots  for  the  distribution,  on 
behalf  of  the  Food  Office,  of  National  Dried  Milk  for  babies  under  two 
years  of  age,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Vitamin  Capsules  and  Orange  Juice  for 
expectant  mothers  and  children  under  five.  Most  of  the  centres  were 
visited  during  the  year  by  a member  of  the  staff  of  the  Food  Advice 
Bureau,  who  gave  food  talks  and  demonstrations. 

Homerton  College  and  various  training  colleges  in  nearby  areas  send 
students  periodically  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  for  observation  visits. 

The  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  the  Clinics,  and  the  number 
of  attendances  made  during  the  year  were  : — 


No.  of 

No.  in  attend- 
ance who  at  end 

No.  of 

Doctors 

Consul- 

New  Cases. 

of  year 

were  : 

attendances. 

tations. 

Castle  Street 

0-1 

1-5 

0-1 

1-5 

0-1 

1-5 

(2  sessions)  ... 

162 

16 

133 

262 

2945 

1805 

980 

East  Barnwell  . . . 

76 

14 

82 

150 

1318 

560 

550 

Abbey 

129 

19 

99 

175 

1914 

569 

636 

Chesterton 

125 

13 

122 

151 

1787 

508 

639 

Newnham 

113 

19 

86 

110 

1386 

478 

695 

Romsey  (Wed.) 

150 

15 

121 

174 

2362 

619 

899 

Romsey  (Thurs.) 

82 

13 

76 

127 

1275 

463 

756 

Newtown 

83 

11 

72 

177 

1251 

648 

685 

Cherry  Hinton  . . 

85 

11 

77 

98 

1402 

370 

433 

Trumpington  . . . 

56 

22 

47 

188 

1004 

811 

824 

Total  1949  ... 

1061 

153 

915 

1612 

16644 

6831 

7097 

Total  1948  ... 

1074 

141 

928 

1801 

19178 

7000 

6291 

The  attendances  at  the  Toddler  Clinics  were  as  follows  : — - 


No.  of 

Doctors 

New 

No.  who 

No.  of 

Consul- 

Cases. 

attended. 

attendances. 

tations. 

Castle  Street  \ Twice 

33 

215 

334 

334 

Newnham  [monthly 

35 

180 

289 

288 

Cherry  Hinton  ' sessions 

41 

200 

380 

380 

Romsey — Weekly  sessions 

62 

369 

688 

679 

Total  1949  

171 

964 

1691 

1681 

Total  1948  ... 

83 

510 

759 

755 

72 


Test  Feeds . — The  numbers  undertaken  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
were  58  (1948 — 54)  and  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  87  (1948 — 121). 

Work  of  the  Health  Visitors—  Two  additional  Health  Visitors 
were  appointed  in  June,  making  a total  of  11  Health  Visitor/School 
Nurses.  The  number  of  visits  paid  by  them  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


First  Visits  to  Infants  ... 

1273 

Subsequent  Visits  to  Infants  ... 

... 

4317 

Visits  to  Children  1 — 5 years  ... 

• • • • • • 

9009 

First  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 

• • • • • » 

220 

Subsequent  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 

142 

Visits  under  Children’s  Act 

...  ... 

112 

Visits  to  cases  of  Scabies 

...  ... 

2 

Visits  to  other  cases 

• • • • • • 

717 

Fruitless  Visits  ... 

... 

3308 

Total 

1949  ... 

19100 

Total 

1948  ... 

15577 

Illegitimate  Children . — A grant  of  £150  a year  continues  to  be 
paid  to  the  Social  Worker  of  the  Care  of  Girls  Society  in  virtue  of  her  work 
among  mothers  of  illegitimate  children. 

Child  Life  Protection , — The  work  of  supervision  of  children  0 — 15 
years  old,  boarded  out  for  gain,  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Children's 
Committee  under  the  new  Children’s  Act,  but  the  Borough  Health 
Visitors  continue  to  inspect  and  report  on  those  foster-children  who  are 
under  5 years  of  age,  and  those  children  who  are  in  the  care  of  prospective 
adoptors. 

The  number  of  foster-mothers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1949  was 
17  (1948 — 27),  and  the  number  of  children  being  fostered  was  20 
(1948 — 31).  The  number  of  prospective  adoptions  was  8. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics , — Ultraviolet  light  therapy  was  given 
twice  weekly  at  both  Auckland  Road  and  Rornsey  Health  Centres.  Most 
of  the  children  were  referred  for  treatment  by  the  Borough  Medical 
Officers,  and  a few  by  private  practitioners.  Those  children  who  under- 
went a full  course  of  treatment  appeared  to  be  greatly  benefited  by  it, 
especially  in  improved  general  tone  and  resistance  to  infection.  The 
clinics  were  temporarily  stopped  during  the  very  hot  weather. 
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The  number  of  children  treated,  the  attendances,  and  the  conditions 
for  which  they  were  recommended  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Auckland  Road.  Romsey  Town.  Total. 


1949. 

1948. 

1949 

1948 

1949. 

1948. 

New  Cases  ...  ...  81 

78 

66 

57 

147 

135 

No.  who  Attended  ...  98 

98 

83 

72 

181 

170 

(a)  Completed  ...  59 

74 

45 

47 

104 

121 

(b)  Defaulted  ...  19 

(c)  Carried  Forward  to 

7 

15 

8 

34 

15 

1950 20 

17 

23 

17 

43 

34 

No . of  Attendances  ...  1 1 97 

1387 

1007 

923 

2204 

2310 

Auckland  Road. 

Romsey  Town. 

T otal. 

Defects  of  New  Cases. 

Sub- Average  Nutrition  ... 

25 

10 

35 

Anaemia 

5 

6 

11 

Pre-  Rachitic 

6 

7 

13 

Chronic  Colds 

21 

14 

35 

Poor  Sleeper 

1 

1 

2 

Poor  Appetite 

10 

16 

26 

Debility  following  illness  . . . 

10 

8 

18 

Cervical  Adenitis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Conditions 

2 

3 

5 

81 

66 

147 

Day  Nurseries — There  are  two  Day  Nurseries,  Young  Street, 
and  Sedley.  Young  Street  Day  Nursery  is  open  Monday  to  Friday  from 
9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  in  the  charge  of  a Warden  and  5 helpers  (one  of  whom  is 
Deputy  Warden).  The  Nursery  accommodates  45  children. 

Sedley  Nursery,  Malta  Road,  takes  40  children  0 — 5 years,  and  is 
open  daily  from  8 a.m.  to  5.30  p.m.,  Saturdays  8 a.m.  to  12  noon.  It  is  in 
charge  of  a Matron  who  is  an  S.R.N.,  with  a deputy  Matron,  Nursery 
Nurse  and  3 nursery  helpers.  The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  visits  the 
nursery  regularly  and  conducts  a full  medical  inspection,  and  a Health 
Visitor  visits  Young  Street  most  weeks. 

Both  Nurseries  are  accepted  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  as  Training  Centres,  for  the  training  in  prac  tical  work 
of  a number  of  students  who  are  taking  the  Nursery  Nurses’  Course 
at  the  Technical  College 
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The  attendances  and  inspections  were  as  follows  : — 


Average 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Capacity . Attendance. 

Waiting  List. 

Attendances. 

Young  Street 

...  45  41+5  p.t. 

97 

9829+1171  p.t 

Sedley  0 — 2 

...  14  11 

12 

2710 

Sedley  2 — 5 

...  26  20 

35 

4949 

85 

72+5  p.t. 

144 

17488+1171  p.t. 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  the  Nurseries  by  Health  Visitors  44 
Number  of  inspections  by  the  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  1921 

Number  of  Visits  paid  by  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  examinations  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  730 


Primrose  Croft  Residential  Nursery . — This  Nursery,  a short- 
stay  Residential  Nursery  for  1 2 infants  and  children  under  5,  was  transferred 
on  the  1st  October  to  the  care  of  the  Children’s  Committee.  The  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  continues,  at  the  request  of  the  Children’s  Committee,  to 
pay  routine  weekly  visits  for  medical  inspection  of  the  children,  and 
attends  to  examine  all  children  as  soon  after  admission  as  possible,  with 
a routine  medical  examination  every  three  months.  One  such  routine 
examination  was  done  in  November,  12  children  being  examined.  From 
1st  January  to  30th  September  the  number  admitted  was  73  and  the 
number  discharged  77.  The  average  number  per  day  was  10,  and  the 
number  on  the  waiting  list  at  30th  September  was  16  (12  confinement, 
4 others). 


Register  of  Nurseries  and  Daily  Minders. — There  are  three 
registered  Nurseries  accommodating  57  children  : — - 

Miss  Tebbutt,  7 Gresham  Road,  Cambridge  ...  ...  19 

Mrs.  Verney,  48  St.  Barnabas  Road,  Cambridge  ...  ...  8 

St.  Columbas  Hall,  Downing  Place,  Cambridge  : 

(One  afternoon  per  week)  average  number  10  ...  30 

Miss  Tebbutt  has  asked  for  an  annual  medical  inspection.  The  first 
was  done  in  November  ; 19  children  being  examined  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer. 
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Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunizations  of 
Children  under  Five . — The  numbers  immunized  were  as  follows  :— 

Whooping 


Cough.  Diphtheria. 

Combined. 

T otal. 

By  General  Practitioners  — 

156 

82 

238 

At  Auckland  Road  Clinic  — 

54 

— 

54 

At  Romsey  Clinic  ...  — 

61 

— 

61 

— 271 

82 

353 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. — 36  children  were  referred  to  this  Clinic 
during  1949,  (1948—36). 


Speech  Therapy  Clinic. — 9 children  were  referred  to  this  Clinic 
during  1949,  (1948—8). 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — 7 children  were  referred  to  this  Clinic 
during  1949,  (1948 — 6). 


Home  Nursing. — Home  Nursing  in  the  Borough  is  carried  out 
from  the  District  Nurses’  Home,  43  Newmarket  Road,  and  the  Nurse’s 


House,  Trumpington,  by  5 full-time  resident  nurses,  and 

1 part-time 

and  2 full-time  non-resident  nurses,  with  a 
Chalmers,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Superintendent, 

Miss  Young 

The  work  done  throughout  the  year  is 

summarized  as 

follows  : — 

General. 

Miscarriage. 

Cases  on  Books  at  1st  January,  1949. . . 

116 

— 

New  Cases  in  1949 

1008 

10 

1124 

10 

Number  of  visits  paid  : Medical 

15372 

Surgical  . . . 

• • • • • • 

6090 

Miscellaneous 

• • • • • ♦ 

101 

Casual 

• • • • • • 

268 

Almshouses 

• • ♦ * « « 

51 

21882 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Scheme, 
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In  addition,  4 gold  inlays,  1 gold  crown  and  5 repairs  to  dentures  were  carried  out  for  mothers. 
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VII.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Health  Education . — During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  gave 
courses  of  lectures  to  pupils  at  the  Comity  Girls’  School  and  Chesterton 
Secondary  Modern  School  for  Girls.  The  lectures  dealt  with  the  care  of 
infants,  mothercraft  and  related  subjects. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  also 
addressed  meetings  of  various  organisations  in  the  town,  on  numerous 
occasions,  dealing  with  such  subjects  as  the  work  of  a public  health 
department  and  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  food. 

The  principal  educational  effort  of  the  year,  however,  was  the  Food 
Hygiene  Exhibition  which  was  held  at  the  Guildhall  in  October  and  lasted 
a week.  The  large  hall  was  occupied  by  stands  illustrating  many  varied 
points  about  clean  food  handling  and  sound  films  were  shown  at  frequent 
intervals  on  the  large  stand  set  up  by  the  Infestation  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  small 
hall  during  the  exhibition  week  and  took  the  form  of  addresses  given  to 
different  groups  of  food  handlers  and  the  general  public,  a conference 
between  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  representatives 
of  the  food  trade,  and  a very  successful  Brains  Trust,  at  which  Commander 
Campbell  was  the  question  master.  Competitions  were  run  both  for 
housewives  and  for  school  children  on  different  matters  relating  to  food 
hygiene.  The  organisation  of  the  exhibition  was  shared  between  the 
department,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries,  the  Cambridge  & 
District  Women’s  Citizens’  Association  and  the  Cambridge  branch  of  the 
National  Council  of  Women.  About  5,500  people  attended. 

Research  Work. — Although  it  was  not  practicable  to  carry  out 
any  original  investigations  in  the  held  of  public  health  facilities  were 
provided  for  Dr.  Lyell  of  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  to  conduct  an  investiga- 
tion into  infectious  warts  occurring  among  school  children  and  very 
detailed  information  relating  to  certain  infectious  diseases  has  been 
compiled  for  the  Department  of  Human  Ecology  of  the  University. 

Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention . — Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  provides  for  legal  action  to  be  taken  by  the 
Borough  Council  in  certain  circumstances  where  it  appears  that  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention  should  be  removed  to  more  suitable  premises. 
No  such  cases  arose  in  the  Borough  during  1949. 

Staff  Changes . — Dr.  Caithness,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  DeputytSchool  Medical  Officer,  left  to  take  up  an  appointment  in  the 
north  of  England  on  June  13th.  His  post  had  not  been  Filed  by  the  end 
of  the  year  with  consequent  interference  with  some  aspects  of  the  work 
of  the  department. 

Distinguished  Visitors . — During  October  three  German  health 
administrators  (Dr.  Bernhardt  of  Hanover,  Herr  Rothkehl  of  Hamburg 
and  Herr  Kristahn  of  Kiel)  visited  the  department  in  order  to  learn 
something  of  the  public  health  work  in  an  English  town  of  this  size.  They 
were  making  a study  of  public  health  methods  in  this  country  with  a view 
to  applying  some  of  our  ways  in  Germany.  In  December,  Professor  Beg 
of  Peshawar,  Pakistan,  made  a similar  visit  and  saw  a good  deal  of  work 
in  progress  over  a period  of  two  days. 


